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To The Honorable Mayor and City Council:
The combined reports of the activities of the City of
Portsmouth for the years 1948, 1949 and 1950 are hereby





The City of Portsmouth ended the municipal fiscal year of 1950 with
$33,323.34 in unexpended balances in the Municipal Accounts, which was
the financial indication of the result of efficient operation of the City
Departments. In addition, the estimated receipts returned to the City
exceeded the 1950 estimate by $6,013.90, which excess was added to the
Surplus Account of the City.
The funds on deposit in the Municipal Account at the end of the
year and the surplus in the estimated receipts account show that the
City has operated well within its income.
Because of the good financial condition of the City it was possible
to borrow $600,000 in anticipation of taxes at the low rate of 0.688%.
Short term government securities, at the interest rate of 1.11%, were
purchased by the City with the proceeds of the loan. By means of this
purchase the net rate of our tax anticipation notes was reduced to 0.505%,
the lowest rate in the State.
On Januarj' 1, 1948, when the Council-Manager Government became
effective in Portsmouth, cash on hand amounted to $10,733.63. On Decem-
ber 31, 1950, cash on hand amounted to $58,589.52.
NEW EQUIPMENT
In keeping with a proposal made in 1948, new equipment has been
purchased during the past two years in addition to that purchased dur-
ing 1948.
During 1950 a Bond Issue in the amount of $60,000 was floated for a
five year period. With this money a 750 gallon triple combination pumper,
fully equipped including two-way radio, was purchased for the Fire De-
partment. This purchase was very necessary due to the fact that the Fire
Department has been operating with equipment inadequate for the safety
of the City, the latest other pumper having been purchased in 1932.
The Bond Issue also provided the Public Works Department with
two heavy duty trucks for the department, a 6,000 gallon per hour (10
ft. lift) Diaphragm Pump; Snow Plows for the new trucks, and a Sicard
Snow Loader. This snow loader is the first of its type in use in the State
and is capable of loading an average of nine trucks in ten minutes. A tar
kettle was also purchased.
Out of current appropriations an extra cruiser has been purchased
for use by the Police Department, and one of the cruisers has been trad-
ed in for a later model. A camera has also been purchased for use by the
Police Department, and new furniture was provided for the Office of the
City Marshal and the Police Commissioners.
The Fire Department has been provided with new hose.
The accounting machine, as proposed in 1948, has been purchased
and installed in the Auditor'.s Office. This has proven to be well worth
the investment to both the Auditor and the Treasurer. The City has also
purchased three new typewriters and two adding machines to replace
equipment which was becoming obsolete. Two new desks were purchased
for the Office of the City Clerk and one for the City Auditor's Office.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS:
During the past three years an effort has been made to put all
public buildings in first-class condition. The exterior of the City Hall ha^
been painted, and the roof has been completely restored. All rooms in the
interior have been repainted and the rear stairway and corridor have been
rebuilt. Two trees have been planted on the front lawn to replace the
trees which were there, and which were in a dangerous condition.
The Community Center building has been completely renovated
both inside and outside. Bids have been awarded for the renovation of
the heating system in this building, and it is planned to have this work
completed during 1951.
The coping of the Fire Station building was replaced and repaired
during 1950, and all necessary repairs to the flashings of the parapet un-
der the capstone were repaired.
During 1950. also, the vestibule, trustees" room and stack room at
the Public Library were redecorated, while during 1949 all exterior wood-
work and metal work at the Library was painted.
During 1949 all wood shelving was installed in the Reference Room
at the Library, and a new Charging Desk was installed in the Library.
The four faces of the City-owned clock, which is installed in the
steeple of the North Church, were redecorated during 1950.
During 1950 the Federal Government deeded the Wentworth Acres
and the Sherburne Schools to the City. The City Council, by vote, trans-
ferred the land and buildings to the Board of Education in order that
these properties should be under the control of the Board of Education
as are the other City-owned school buildings.
The Sherburne Pumping Station was cleaned up, the interior
painted and new lighting fixtures installed. There was also installed, at
all pumping stations, electrical protective equipment so that, in the fu-
ture, should lightning strike the power lines, otir pumping stations will
not be affected. During the past years, transformers have been burned out
by lightning damage which has resulted in considerable inconvenience
due to service interruption in addition to the expense of repairing the
equipment.
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES:
As may be seen, a serious effort has been made to supply departments
with satisfactory equipment which will result in the more efficient opera-
tion of the department. Also, with the renovations to the public buildings
under the jurisdiction of the City Manager, maintenance and repair
costs should be at a minimum, and we, in the meantime, will be doing
much to add to the life of our present buildings.
It is with regret that no improvement nor progress can be reported
in the rehabilitation of our present incinerator. It had been my wish to
have this establishment completely rebuilt and operating by this time. Al-
though money was allocated for this purpose in the 1950 Bond Issue,
with the advent of hostilities in Korea and the restriction on materials
it proved to be inadequate. It is disturbing to realize that such a neces-
sary piece of equipment in our municipality, which cost the taxpayers
$33,136.49 to construct and the building which is less than 20 years of age,
has been allowed to deteriorate to such a state that it requires $45,000 to
place it in operating condition.
It is also true that our sewer system, which has apparently been
put together with neither any thought to engineering design nor to
future development, is wholly inadequate. While, for complete satisfactory
operation, the sewer system throughout the entire city should be rede-
signed, the cost of such a project being at this time prohibitive, it has
been recommended to the City Council that enough money be borrowed
on a bond issue to revamp the sewers in sections of the city which ai-e
most seriously affected, namely, Essex Ave., Montieth and Dennett
Streets, Boyd Road, Miller Avenue and Sagamore Avenue area. It is sin-
cerely hoped that this work, if the money is forthcoming, will be accom-
plished during 1951.
Our water system, like our sewer system, has been developed in
a more or less haphazard fashion. It has been the general practice for de-
velopers or builders to install their own water and sewer lines. There was
nothing to prevent contractors from tapping into an already over-taxed
line. This practice will be eliminated by an ordinance passed during 1950,
by which the City Council of the City may install water and sewer lines iu
new developments, thereby easing the restrictions which control the fu-
ture growth of the city. During 1950 it was recommended to the City
Council that a water bond issue be floated to extend the existing water
line in various sections and replace other lines that are not of sufficient
size to service the houses on the line.
The parking lot, developed at Junkins Avenue and Parrott Avenue,
has proven to be very popular. It is expected that a hot top surface will
be applied and a chain link fence erected to enclose the lot.
It is regrettable that there are no other public parking areas in
the down town section, but this matter necessitates careful planning so
that when a definite move is made it will be in the right direction.
PERSONNEL:
All employees in the service of the City of Portsmouth on January
1, 1948, were protected in their positions by the Amendment to the City
Charter, however, under the Retirement Rules and Regulations adopted
by the City of Portsmouth during December 1947. all employees over
seventy years of age must retire as of July 1, 1952, and, after this date,
retirement shall be compulsory at the age of seventy for all employees.
During the past three years all employees have been recruited in
compliance with the Merit System. All employees in the classified serv-
ice before acceptance as a permanent employee, have been required to
qualify by competitive examination.
Officials and department heads have been recruited on the basis of
education, merit and fitness.
PUBLIC WORKS:
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: During 1949 the following streets
were resurfaced: Myrtle Avenue from Woodbury Avenue to the junc-
tion of Dennett Street, Dennett Street from Woodbury Avenue to the
intersection of Myrtle Avenue, entire length of Cass Street, State Street
from Cass Street to Middle Street, Marcy Street from the South End Mar-
ket to the intersection of Newcastle Avenue, Newcastle Avenue from the
first bridge leading to New Castle to the intersection of South Street. The
streets at Elwyn Park, as well as Lois Street and Dearborn Street Exten-
sion, were graded and surface treated. This work was performed by the
employees of the Highway Department, and was paid for from the 1949
appropriations.
Funds were expended from the 1946 Bond Issue for the resurfac-
ing of Pleasant Street, which work was done on a contract basis, and for
the resurfacing of the Mapelwood Avenue Bridge.
Major work was done on the trees in the City of Portsmouth in
the year 1949 which was the first work of this kind which has been ac-
complished for a number of years.
During 1950 the department, with its own personnel and equipment,
laid hot mix paving on the approaches to the Memorial Bridge, Wright
Avenue, Market Square, Congress Street, Islington Street to Bartlett
Street, and Bartlett Street to Woodbury Avenue. Islington Street was
widened on the northerly side fi'om Dover Street to a point opposite Al-
bany Street, thus eliminating a "bottleneck" which has impeded traffic
for years.
In conjunction with State Highway Department funds and a De-
partment Foreman, the department personnel constructed Gosling Road
from Woodbury Avenue to the Public Service Company Plant. The final
surface is to be applied in the Spring of 1951, which will complete a much
needed improvement.
The cost of the work at the above mentioned locations was charged
to the Parking Meter Fund, and therefore are not reflected in the tax rate.
A survey was conducted in conjunction with the State Highway
Department to determine the feasibility of widening South Street from La-
fayette Road to Junkins Avenue and Junkins Avenue from South Street
to Pleasant Street. This matter is still under consideration as the Federal
Plans call for the removal of a considerable number of trees on South
Street, and it is the opinion of this office that a new layout could be ac-
complished without damage to the shade trees in this area.
Parking Meters were installed on Court Street, Chestnut Street,
Court Place and State Street, resulting in relieving the traffic congestion
at these locations.
A strip of land was purchased on Vaughan Street opposite the Witt
Property in order that a portion of the planned street widenings could 03
accomplished.
Traffic lights were installed at the intersection of Cutts Street and
Maplewood Avenue and have been operating successfully since the date
of installation.
The matter of the gravel taken by the City from the Dodge pit on
Greenland Road and the matter of the unauthorized use, for street pur-
poses, of the Molnar property on Greenside Avenue, both propositions be-
ing of long standing, were settled by the City to the satisfaction of the
parties concerned.
WATER DEPARTMENT: The over all financial picture of the
Water Department was improved $12,000 for the operating year of 1949 as
against the operating year of 1948.
An extensive campaign to stop leakage was started in the Spring
of 1949 and resulted in finding and repairing several leaks, including the
repairing of a broken main at the Boston and Main crossing.
Extension of 1830 feet of main from the Dover Road along Gosling
Road to the Public Service Co. was completed at a cost of only $5,289.69.
This low figure was made possible by the hiring of a backhoe on a 200
hour operation basis and also using city-owned equipment for back-filling
and city crews for necessary labor. Other 6 inch mains were extended on
the Interstate Highway from Maplewood Avenue toward Myrtle Avenue.
Two inch mains were extended on the Maine-New Hampshire Interstate
Toll Road and Cutts Street — 640 feet, Greenside Avenue — 46 feet, and
the rear of the Gypsum Plant — 5200 feet.
Consideration should be given to the increasing of the water rates.
An anlaysis of the financial situation of the department indicates that,
although the department operating expenses are within the revenue, the
earnings of the department are not sufficient to provide for the amount of
depreciation as required by the Laws of the State pertaining to public
utilities. A new set of rates is being prepared for consideration in the year
1951 by the City Council.
Delinquent bills were referred to the City Solicitor for action in
order that their collection might be enforced.
For the first time all rate schedules, namely the Wallis Sands, Foss
Beach, Newcastle, Greenland. Rye and the Wentworth Hotel Contracts
are on file with the Public Sers'ice Commission at Concord.
RECREATION: Recreation sponsored by the City of Portsmouth,
although costly to the taxpayers, is of inestimable benefit to the children
of our community. In the Summer there are at least ten playgrounds
scattered throughout the City which are well patronized. The Swimming
Pool continues to be the most popular spot for youngsters during the sum-
mer months. Then, too, the Recreation Department sponsors a softball
league during the Summer, and bowling and basketball leagues during
the Winter. The Community Center is the scene of many and varied activi-
ties throughout the year. Many organizations use the building for their
meetings, and the gymnasium has become a popular spot for social ac-
tivity. The floodlights installed at the South Playground, funds for which
were taken from Revenue Surplus Account, have afforded greater oppor-
tunities for both school boy and adult recreation. During the winter
months, weather permitting, the skating rinks have been flooded and
plowed.
We are grateful to the Directors of the Army and Navy Association
who have set aside $3,500 to be spent for the installation of bleachers for
the gymnasium at the Community Center.
WELFARE: During February 1949 a well-trained and experienced
social worker was added to the Office of the Overseer of the Poor, and
has since been appointed as Overseer. During 1949 and the early part of
1950, due to the wholesale lay off at the Naval Base, welfare costs sky-
rocketed. For comparison, direct relief including Old Age Assistance, was
set at $44,700 in 1947, while in 1950 it was necessary to appropriate
$76,475 to cover the same items.
HEALTH: For many years dust created a nuisance to the resi-
dents around the National Gypsum Plant on Freeman's Point, and steps
w^ere taken by the City in 1950 to bring about an amicable solution to ths
problem. As a result of negotiations with the officials of the Company, the
necessary machinery and equipment is going to be installed at the plant
to eliminate the much complained of condition.
The incinerator problem was turned over to the Pierce Engineering
Company of Boston, Mass., recommendations being made to the City Coun-
cil as to the redesign of the present structure and installation of mach-
inery which would permit the incinerator to operate efficiently.
A sur\-ey of the sanitary conditions of some of the restaurants and
eating places in the City was conducted by the Public Health Service and
the State Health Department. The survey showed that the services of a
full time sanitary inspector are required in order that proper periodic in-
spections can be made.
PLANNING BOARD: The Planning Board meets monthly, on the
last Mondaj' of each month, to consider any referrals made from the City
Council for a change in the Zoning Ordinance. During 1950 the entire
Zoning Ordinance was revised by the Planning Board and adopted by the
City Council, and a Master Plan of the City drawn up. Previously, although
a Zoning Ordinance was in effect in the City, the outlying districts had
never been zoned, and it was impossible for the City to control establish-
ments in these districts.
The Planning Board has also compiled a proposed Building Code
for the City of Portsmouth, and is still in the process of studying this
proposed Code before submitting it to the City Council for adoption.
The headquarters for the Planning Board and its records have been
changed from the N. H. Technical Institute to City Hall, so that both
meetings and records will be more accessible to the public.
PERSONNEL: In accordance with the City Charter, all employees
in the City Service at the inception of the Council-Manager form of gov-
ernment have been retained, but in 1952, five years after the adoption of
the Retirement System by the City of Portsmouth, all employees reach-
ing the age of 70 will be compelled to retire, and those attaining aa
age of 65, may, upon their request, be retired.
In accordance with the Rules and Regulations adopted in 194S, and
in keeping with the general practices outlined for a Merit System, all em-
ployees entering the Classified Service of the City have, after examina-
tion, been appointed on the basis of merit and fitness. Officials, or those
entering the Unclassified Service of the City, have been appointed on the
basis of their education and/or experience in their particular field. In this
way the vacancies created in the various departments have been filled by
the most qualified of the applicants.
Examinations have been conducted during 1949 and 1950 for the
procurement of employees in the following categories: Janitors, Laborers,
Water Department Foreman and Pumping Station Engineer.
As a result of the faithful and efficient performance, by the offi-
cers and employees of the City of Portsmouth. I am able, at this time, to
report that the conduct of the business of the City has been efficiently
performed, I wish to express my appreciation to those officers and employ-













ONE YEAR UNDER THE COUNCIL-MANAGER PLAN
After ninety-eight years of Council-Mayor Form of Government the
citizens of Portsmouth decided, in the year 1947, that the Council-Mayor
Form of Government had become too unv^^ieldy and inefficient to properly
administer the needs of the City.
On January 1, 1948, the Council-Manager Form of Government was
inaugurated in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
The Council-Manager form of government is patterned along the
lines of the tried and tested organizational structure of successful business
corporations in that the voters, who may be likened to the stockholders of
the corporation, elect a board of directors called the City Council. The
Council in turn appoints a technical expert — The City Manager — who
controls all the phases of municipal administration.
As a result of the adoption of the Council-Manager form by the citi-
zens, the organization was simplified, and responsibility of all actions
firmly fixed. Department heads were relieved of the political pressure of
boards and committees, and now are responsible only to one officer, the
Chief Administrative Officer, the City Manager.
It has been stated by Governmental Authorities that the period of
transition from a Council-Mayor to a Council-Manager Form of Govern-
ment requires approximately four or five years to complete the change,
and as this fact in recognized, it is usual that a clause is written into the
Charter providing for a period of time of at least four years that the plan
will operate without interference or danger of being abolished.
As the Portsmouth Charter has no such provision, there is the dan-
ger that political interests will attempt to abolish the plan by instituting
bills into the Legislature providing for a return to the old form before the
Council-Manager form has had a chance to show what it can do for the
Citizens of Portsmouth.
As required by the Charter, during the first six months of the
term of the City Manager, an Administrative Code and the Rules and
Regulations were compiled.
The Administrative Code was submitted to the Council on August
13, 1948, by the City Manager. The Code has been reviewed by the Council,
and, with a few minor changes in phraseology to meet legal requirements,
will be complete for adoption. This document was set up by the City
Manager's Office, and it represents a large number of hours of work
which came at a busy time in the reorganizing of the City departments.
The Rules and Regulations, which are the rules governing the
employees in regard to their requirements, training, leaves and pay, have
been compiled by the City Manager's office and were submitted to the
Council on May 15, 1948.-
In the year 1948 two budgets were prepared, one for the year 1948
which was adopted on July 9, 1948, and the other for the year 1949 which
was submitted to the Council on November 29,1948. The budgets were
changed as to set-up in that the breakdown of the budget show-s an allo-
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cated account number for each item. This procedure will allow the exact
cost of operation of each department within the City to be known.
The City Liability Insurance was studied, and after a series of con-
ferences with the City Manager and Insurance Representatives, the insur-
ance was consolidated under a master policy which eliminated the dupli-
cate coverages which were in effect previous to their elimination under
the new policy. The adoption of the master policy resulted in an equit-
able distribution of commissions to all agents in the City.
In July of 1948 the City Council passed an Ordinance adopting the
State Statute which permits the expenditure of Parking Meter funds for
the acquisition and maintenance of public parking areas. The passing of
this Ordinance has instituted the formulation of plans for the acquisition
of land for a public parking area adjacent to the business district.
A survey of all City-owned property which was taken by Tax Sale
has been completed by the City Manager's office, and all property has been
listed with the outstanding taxes computed. All former owners were no-
tified by registered letter that they might redeem their property for the
amounts due the City before the property was advertised for sale by
means of sealed bids. The Tax Deeded property sold by competitive bid on
October 7, 1948, brought revenue into the City Treasury in the amount of
$3,350.00. In addition to these properties, two parcels of tax deeded pro-
perty were redeemed by the former owners bringing an additional $2,063.48
into the Treasury. By these sales not only was $5,413.48 deposited in the
City Treasury, but property assessed for $12,425.00 was replaced on the
Tax Books, and this amount will be added to the total taxable property
beginning with the 1949 assessment.
The Collector has to date, of the 1948 Commitment, collected
$1,038,244.07 less discounts ($7,284.47), leaving a net of $49,612.86 uncol-
lected, which is 4.55 percent of the total commitment. Lists are now being
compiled, under the direction of the City Manager, of all delinquent poll
taxes, which, for years, have resulted in a loss to the City of approximate-
ly $6,000 - $7,000 annually. It is planned to appoint a deputy collector, on a
fee basis, to attempt to clear up these outstanding taxes which represent
from the year 1941 through 1948, approximately $52,802.00 to the City. The
amounts outstanding for the year 1947 was $6,092.00 and for 1948 $5,696.00.
After conferring with representatives of the Federal Works Agency,
the City Council, after investigation by the City Manager, voted to pur-
chase the Sherburne and Wentworth Acres Schools. The purchase price
of the Sherburne School was $21,200.00 which represented 20 percent of
the construction cost of $106,000. The purchase price of the Wentworth
Acres School was $14,400. which represented 10 percent of the construc-
tion cost of $144,000. In both instances the payment of the purchase price
is to be made by six annual payments, with no interest, so as to have the
schools paid for in 1953. The annual payments are being provided for in
the budget so that this piece of business is on a "pay as you go" basis, and
as such did not require the issuance of bonds to finance the transaction.
The water main on Woodbury Avenue, which was installed by tho
P. W. A. and which extends from the intersection of Maplewood Avenue
and Woodbury Avenue to the Wentworth Acres, was purchased for the
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sum of $200.00. The estimated cost of the installation at the time of con-
struction, as determined by the P. W. A., was $7,000.00, thus the City made
a considerable saving in acquiring title to this piece of property.
Due to the reduction in the payment in lieu of taxes concerning the
Wentworth Acres Development, which deduction was determined by the
Federal Housing Agency, it was necessary to increase the tax rate $.70 for
the year 1948. After conferences on July 13, and on July 27, at which time
the State Tax Commission was present, an attempt was made by the City
to reach an agreement to increase the payment to the City. On October 25,
1948, after a joint meeting with the State Tax Commission, the Board of
Assessors, the City Manager and the Federal Housing Authorities, it was
agreed tha\ the matter would be reconsidered by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration upon the presentation of assessment figures by the State Tax
Commission and the local Board of Assessors, which figures are being
compiled.
The abatement of the 1947 tax of the Morley Button Company in the
amount of $375,000.00 reduced the overlay account by $13,875.00, represent-
ing $.53 on the tax rate.
The Board of Assessors and the City Manager met with representa-
tives of the Savin Construction Company in regard to the assessment of
the company's equipment working within the city limits. As a result of
this meeting the City of Portsmouth received an additional $3,586.20 as
taxes.
The Board of Assessors have been reviewing the properties in the
City with the object in mind of equalizing the valuations which have been
unequal for a number of years. It will take between one and two years
to adjust the entire list, but with the start that has been made with the
assistance of the representative of the State Tax Commission, the work
may be accomplished sooner than expected.
Under the provisions of the Charter a new Auditor was appointed
by the City Council and the work of reconciling the accounts to conform
with the budget arrangement was completed so that each department now
shows its actual costs. It is proposed to purchase an accounting machine
in the year 1949 which will permit the work of the Auditor and Treasurer
to be reduced and give a much better system of records and control of
accounts than has ever been in operation in the City.
Since the time the City employees became a part of the Retirement
System, namely July 1948, the work of the Auditor's office has increased.
All deductions must be computed at the time the payrolls are made up and
then deducted and recorded at the time of payment. Finally payment must
be made to the State Retirement Board.
All purchases for labor and material are requisitioned by the de-
partment head, the requisition being approved or disapproved by the
City Manager, after which, if approved, a purchase order is issued by the
Auditor and the proper account encumbered. This system has resulted in
the controlling of purchases and has eliminated the situation of the City
having outstanding bills for purchases for which no purchase order was
issued.
During the month of March 1948 it was discovered that City-owned
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materials, including gasoline and oil, were being used in privately owned
vehicles when the vehicle was used on City Business. On April 1. 1948,
this practice was discontinued, and all City employees using their own
vehicles on City business after that date were, and are now, requii'ed to
purchase their own gasoline, oil and equipment and submit an itemized
statement of mileage which is paid at the rate of 6c per mile. The institu-
tion of this system has resulted in a better control of the use of City mater-
ials.
As provided by the Charter, an annual audit was completed in
1948 for the year 1947 which is incorporated in the City Records.
The City of Portsmouth was able to secure anticipation loans at the
rate of .76 percent, one of the lowest rates in the State, and which was
due to the sound financial condition of the City.
The Council-Manager Plan started on January 1, 1948, with
$10,423.63 on deposit and completed the year, as of December 31, 1948, with
$105,077.76 on deposit and with the annual expenditures $43,573.00 less
than appropriations.
After meeting bills for accounts which were not provided for in
the 1948 Budget, namely $2,639.55 for w^ater at the Swimming Pool,
$7,349.64 for the city's share of the Retirement Fund for six months and
$1,000. for the payment of salary of the Playground Director, the year
was completed, with all bills paid, as of December 31, 1948, with an unex-
pended balance of $32,583.81.
The Treasurer received from the City Clerk's office a total of
$8,541.87 for various licenses and fees as follows: Dog Licenses $2,322.60,
Public Dances $48.50, Plumbing Inspector Inspections $553.80, Sewer En-
trance Fees, $1,148.10, Taxi Licenses $390.00, Election Candidate Fees
$49.00, Theatre Licenses $2,299.00, Pool Room Licenses, $210.00, Bowling
Licenses $80.00 and Bicycle Licenses $402.00.
After a study of the salaries of the permanent Firemen of the vari-
ous cities throughout New Hampshire, it was recommended that the local
permanent Firemen be granted an increase in salary.
A two-way radio system was installed at the Central Fire Station,
and a program of replacing Fire Alarm Boxes has been instituted. New
Boxes were placed on Sagamore Avenue and on Peverly Hill Road.
It is proposed during the year 1949 to replace one of the pumpers
which is now 32 years of age and antiquated, this replacement to be
financed by the issuance of notes or bonds in order that the burden be
spread over a five year period.
The City Manager's office conducted a summary of the City Rec-
ords in order to determine what streets had been accepted in the City. It
is intended to submit a complete list of streets for acceptance when the
survey is completed. Many streets were found to have existed as highways
for years but no record of their acceptance has been found.
The Department of Public Works expended $14,044.89 for patching,
surface treatment and asphalt surface materials. The cleaning and sweep-
ing of the streets, which w^as necessary during Spring. Summer and Fall,
cost the City $11,075.00.
The condition of the incinerator was considered, and it appeared,
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as a result of the inspection of the plant, that it should be reconditioned
and put into use. The present system of burning the collections at the
dump has resulted in a smoke condition which is detrimental to the pro-
perty adjacent to the dump area and in the southern section of the City.
It has been proposed that the City issue bonds in the year 1949 to recondi-
tion this plant so as to eliminate the smoke nuisance. It is appreciated
that, should the incinerator be operated, the cost of Rubbish Collection
will be increased over the cost of $24,362.03 for 1948. The 1948 cost of
maintaining the present dump was $5,241.46.
The department spent $1,193.00 for spraying trees during 1948 and
the balance ($1,745.87) was used to remove dead limbs and trees through-
out the City. It is proposed that new trees will be set out during 1949 in
locations along the streets where trees have been removed, as such a pro-
gram will be a start towards retaining the beauty of our streets.
A new sewer and a new water main were constructed on Mrytle
Avenue for a distance of 800 feet, and resulted in the development of the
area adjacent to the intersection of Woodbury Avenue and Myrtle Avenu(3,
thus bringing more taxable property into the City.
Snow removal cost the city $31,242.89 for the year 1948, which is
$2,634.71 more than the amount of $28,608.18 which was expended for this
same work in the year 1947. Due to the unusual snowfall throughout
northern New England, this condition of excessive snow removal cost was
experienced by all the adjacent cities and towns.
As a part of the program to replace the worn out equipment and
trucks in the Public Works Department the City purchased three new
trucks in the year 1948. It is proposed to make similar purchases of
equipment in 1949 so that over a period of years the obsolete equipment
will be replaced. This replacement will cut down the repair item consid-
erably.
$3,615.00 was expended for sidewalk maintenance and $1,855.87 was
used on 50/50 sidewalk construction.
Traffic lights were installed at Congress, Fleet and Vaughan
Streets, and resulted in a much smoother flow of traffic through the center
of the City.
New street lights were installed along Middle Street and Islington
Street. The results were more than pleasing as the safety of those using
the highways was increased through proper street illumination. It is pro-
posed in 1949 to install the same type of light along Woodbury Avenue,
Maplewood Avenue and Junkins Avenue as these routes are heavily trav-
elled and the street lighting conditions should be improved.
Strips of land were purchased by the City at the corner of Vaughan
and Hanover Streets and along Vaughan Street in order that a much
needed widening could be started. This widening should be continued
through to the Boston and Maine Railroad so as to allow easier passage
of two-way traffic on Vaughan Street.
Negotiations have been started towards bringing about the pur-
chase of the sewer located in the area between Woodbury Avenue and
Maplewood Avenue. At present the sewer is privately owned and is not
under the maintenance of the City.
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As a result of a survey of the water system, started in August, in
regard to the saving of wasted water, the results have been more than
gratifying. The department pumping figures show as follows:
August, 1948 2,776,990 gals, over August 1947
September, 1948 2,136,510 gals, under September 1947
October, 1948 6,708,240 gals, under October 1947
November, 1948 6,746,410 gals, under November 1947
December. 1948 7,215,240 gals, under December 1947
January, 1949 7,801,950 gals, under January 1948
February, 1949 8,049,250 gals, under February 1948.
The difference in Pumping and Distribution Costs as compared to
the previous year, especially since the checking started in August 194S,
shows an average reduction of $1,500. per month, and for January and
February of 1949 an average reduction of $2,000. per month.
From the report of the Water Department the total cost of sup-
plying water per million gallons computed on total maintenance, bonds,
and interest on bonds is $249.58. It can readily be seen that the City should
save approximately $15,000 - $20,000 by the close supervision of the sys-^
tern in regard to leaks and waste.
All free use of water which had formerly been granted by the BoariT
of Street Commissioners has been checked, and all services are to be-
metered and all abatements will be made only after the abatement has
been approved by the City Council.
On July 1, 1948, with the appointment of S. Gerard Griffin, M. D.,
the offices of City Physician and Sanitary Inspector were consolidated.
Because of his training and experience Dr. Griffin was well qualified to
perform the combined duties of these offices.
In addition to the duties performed by former City Physicians, the
present Physician examines each potential employee who is considering
entering the service of the City.
Dr. Griffin has spent considerable time with the State Health De-
partment in Concord familiarizing himself with State Statutes in regard
to his department, and he has, since July 1948, been working with Dr.
Atcheson regarding equipment for the local Health Center. He has visit-
ed every establishment in the City wherein food is handled, and he has ex-
amined many of the employees of such establishments. He has received
innumerable complaints arising from unsanitary conditions, and has vis-
ited the source of the trouble in each instance. Where it was found that
conditions were contrary to City Ordinances, orders have been issued by
the City Physician and followup visits made until the violation was cor-
rected.
Due to the financial status of the Contracts involving the Health Cen-
ter, considerable time was put in by the City Manager's office in order
to determine the position of the City in regard to meeting the obligations
which had been contracted. It was necessary to transfer $8,014.80 from the
Improvement Bond Account to meet these obligations in order to clear the
building, and after these payments were met the Station personnel were
selected by examination. When the station was ready for opening it was
found that necessary equipment and fixtures were not installed, and
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VITAL STATISTICS Eileen D. Foley, City Clerk
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug:. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total
Births 62 60 56 62 58 60 55 68 64 55 50 56 706
Deaths 16 27 24 22 14 20 21 22 15 20 23 24 248
Marriages 28 45 26 30 40 47 50 45 50 48 36 43 488
FIRE DEPARTMENT George T. Cogan, Cinief
Bell Alarms Answered 23
Still Alarms Answered 263
Total Fires 286
Ambulance Calls 498
Value of Property Endangered $1,313,550.00
Insurance Coverage 902,000.00
Claims paid by Insurance Companies 135,965.63
Net Loss 2,450.00
Largest fires during year: Perkins Block on Market St., and Howard Long
Block on Congress Street, both during month of January.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT S. Gerard Griffin, M. D.
City Physician and Sanitary Inspector.
July 1, 1948 to December 31, 1948
Food Handlers Examinations 198
Physical Exams - City Employment 10
Police Station Calls 10
Babies delivered - City cases 4
Office Calls - City cases 36
House Calls - City cases 29
Hospital Calls - City cases 31
Small pox vaccinations - City cases 8
School pre-employment exams 18
Restaurants inspected 55
Nuisances, complaints, etc. 95
Licenses issued 95 ($178.00)
With the exception of Poliomyelitis, there were no serious epidemics
during the last six months of 194S. "There were 8 cases of Polio reported
in Portsmouth proper with no fatalities.
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Statistics - continued
MEAT INSPECTOR Haven T. Paul, V. M. D.
Statistics — continued
PLUMBING INSPECTOR Clement R. Moulton
At the request of the Board of Health, eight locations were in-
spected, and recommendations made. These recommendations were fol-
lowed.
Two examinations were held during the year, and two applicants
ciualified for Master's License and one for a Journeyman's License.
During the year thirty-nine Journeymans Licenses were renewe'l
and three new Licenses granted. Twenty-four Master's Licenses were re-
newed and two new Master's Licenses granted.
192 Plumbing Permits for 761 fixtures were issued, and all
work completed under these permits was inspected by your Plumbing In-
spector.
Total amount of money collected by the Plumbing Inspector and
turned in to the City for 1948 for Licenses and Permits was $534.65.
BUILDING PERMITS James T. Whitman, Building Inspector
Permits
Statistics - continued













DOG OFFICER Joseph J. Perrauit
187 Complaints investigated
826 Calls made
46 Stray dogs picked up and homes found for same
12 Dogs hit by cars:
6 killed outright
4 injured badly — put out of way.
2 Owners claimed dogs.




To the Board of Education
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I herewith submit my third annual report as your Secretary and
Superintendent of Schools.
James Bryant Conant in his new book Education in a Divided
World says, "The free tax-supported schools are the sinews of our society:
they are the product of our special history, a concrete manifestation of
our unique ideals, and the vehicle by which the American concept ol
democracy may be transmitted to our future citizens. The strength of this
republic is therefore intimately connected with the success or failure of
our system of public education."
The conflict of idealogies which is dividing the world today makes
it evident to those responsible for education in the United States the para-
mount need for a type of education which will lead to competent citizens
ot our democracy. The development of citizens who are jealous of their
rights as individuals, but conscious of the high degree of personal obliga-
tion to society is imperative if our democratic way of life is to survive.
The public school system through its training of youth in character, in-
itiative, discipline, self-reliance, citizenship and morale; through its
thoroughness of development of academic, technical and vocational skills;
and through its inculcation of the ideas and principals of democracy can
lay the foundation for the preservation of our democracy and peace for
the world. To this end the public schools of this city are dedicated.
The past year has been one of progress for the Portsmouth Schools.
Among the highlights of the year I would list the following:
1. State Aid to the amount of $48,806.62 making possible the con-
tinuance of the salary schedule and better equipment and supplies without
a corresponding increase in the tax rate.
2. Improvement of the school buildings in appearance, safety, and
lighting.
3. The introduction of a driver Education course in the Senior
High School and the procurement of an instnictor's car for use in the
course.
4. The employment of a full-time dental hygienist and the reopen-
ing of the clinic located in the Junior High School.
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5. The inauguration of a complete medical examination for all
students every three years.
6. Summer school attendance by twenty-six teachers.
7. Employment of a full-time maintenance man.
I shall cover these achievements in more detail in other sections of
this report.
CURRICULUM and INSTRUCTION. Few changes have been
made in the curricula of the schools during the year. Manuscript hand-
writing has been standardized in all elementary schools in Grade I
through the first half of Grade II. Minor changes designed to improve
the reading ability of the pupils were made in the reading system and
all elementary schools were fully equipped with reading texts. A com-
mittee of teachers and principals are now at work on a revision of the
program for social studies in the elementary schools. A Driver Educa-
tion course was added to the High School curricula in February.
There has been an increase in the use of audio-visual aids in near-
ly all grades. Sound and silent films, film strips, and slides are being used
and the English department of the Junior High School is gradually ac-
quiring a library of recordings. Two elementary schools have added sound
motion picture machines to their equipment and it is anticipated that
the remaining six will have theirs by the end of 1949.
The guidance services in the Senior High School have been in-
creased during the year. We now have one teacher, in addition to the
submaster, who is participating in the counseling program.
There is apparent a recognition among the elementary teachers
that the curriculum should be adapted to the child, not the child to the
curriculum. Evidence of this fact is pronounced in the number of reading
groups now being taught at various levels within a grade. This type of
teaching is also becoming more prevalent in the upper grades.
More attention must be given to the education of the 60 or 70 per.
cent of our high school graduates who do not enter post secondary
schools. This will call for the reorganization and expansion of the work
oifered in the Senior High School. It should also call for a cooperative
arrangement with Portsmouth Trade School, so the high school students
in the Mechanic Arts department can receive specific training in a trade
of their choice.
HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION. Major' changes have
been made during 1948 which add much to the contribution of the schools
tc the individual pupils health. The cooperation of the Portsmouth Medi-
cal Society has made it possible for the completion of the program for
more thorough physical examination. The program calls for these exam-
inations to be given each year in the 4th, 7th and 10th grades in addition
to the usual pre-school examinations given each June.
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Mrs. Patricia MacDonald began her duties as dental hygienist ii
October. Her work will consist of dental education in all grades, the ex-
amination of the teeth of all elementary pupils and as many of the others
as time will permit, the cleaning of the teeth of underprivileged children
and arranging for corrective work for these pupils to be done by members
of the Portsmouth Dental Society in their offices at a reduced fee and at
practically no cost to the pupils. Local organizations will assist by finan-
cing this part of the program. The Portsmouth Altrusa Club has already
purchased a portable dental chair for use in the elementary schools.
A new Maico audiometer and a Massachusetts Vision Testing ma-
chine have been purchased to assist the Nurses in their examination of
the pupils hearing and eye sight.
THE PHYSICAL PLANT. The school plant has undergone a num-
ber of changes during the past year which have made the schools safer,
cleaner, and more attractive. In addition to the usual maintenance work,
the following improvements have been made:
1. Fire sprinklers have been installed in the basements and stair-
ways of the Farragut, Haven, Lafayette, New Franklin, and Whipple
Schools.
2. Extensive repairs have been made on the roof and gutters of
the Whipple School.
3. The program for better lighting has continued with the installa-
tion of fluorescent lighting in New Franklin School being completed in
September. The installation of the same type of lights is now in progress
at the Haven School and will be completed in the Farragut and Whipple
Schools during the early part of 1949.
4. A new asphalt tile floor was laid in the Junior High School dur-
ing the summer. Apron and sidewalk repairs were also made at this
school. Fire escapes were installed on both ends of the gymnasium.
5. Money for initiating a painting program war, included in the
1948 Budget. The Atlantic Heights, Lafayette and New Franklin Schools
have been completely redecorated inside in color schemes representing
modern thought in this line of work. The auditorium of the Junior High
School has also received a new coat of paint as has the auditorium, offices,
and two classrooms at the Senior High School.
6. New chain link fences have been erected around the playgrounds
at the Haven and Whipple Schools.
7. A new heating plant has been installed at the Farragut. This
was a much needed improvement as the building was formerly heated by
three worn out hot air furnaces.
The employment of a full time maintenance man in July has saved
the city many dollars. Many repairs and improvements have been com-
pleted at a minimum of expense.
--.s and Porls-
- - - i^ and tfi'-f 1
- 'he sam o€ fS'
' .^.^es so isu&ediate boilding problem in the
7^ eiemeBtsay Masses more on to the hi^
. Tin hare to be ^wided. Plans for the
--iboci with faeHxties for 1500 students
3. Contemplated legislation in both
-:3latiire for financial assistance for
-, make this a reality.
; les at the Lafayette and
.. ;..^^., . „, .:-..... „ .. -. ^^trlct lines for these areas.
Some of •. '.e kindergartens and first grades in these schools
' erbome and Farragnt Schools. Conditions in-
jnthxae.
FIXANCEL These are particularly difficult times for any tax-sup-
ports institution- Ei*;:^
.
;>;e estimates for a year worth very
Uttl*: bj' the tim*: twe. ; ve expired. The school department
c]o«S its book* of Decezi..-^; .ii wiii. a credit balance instead of a deficit.
Thi» wa* due to the fact that, for the first time in many years the City
Coandl parsed the school budget for the full amount requested.
There ijs also an increased demand for school improvements, both
in the phyjsical plant and the services offered. Parents are becoming in-
creasingly attentive to the kind of educational offering which is made to
their children and the physical conditions under which their children
work. These two factors make careful planning and management a neces-
ity.
PERSONNEL. Another section of this report lists the changes in
our »chool faculties, A summary shows that sixteen resignations wero
a<^;epted and nineteen appointments were made during 1948.
Jn spite of the teacher shortage, all positions were filled with cer.
tifjed candidates and the high degree of efficiency of our staff was main-
tained.
Mr. William E. Travis' rerjuest for retirement after 22 years of ser-
vice at the Senior High School was granted in June. He was placed on
the retirement and granted a city pension.
Thirty-one members of our staff attended summer school, took ex-
tension courses, or traveled extensively. Twenty-six attended summer
school, four took extension cfiurses, and one travelled to Hawaii. Several
served on Important committees of the State Teachers' Association and
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one was elected Tice-president of the National Associatioii c: r-lr— entarr
Phriiicipals. a dirision of the National Education AssociatioiL
RECOMMENDATIONS. It is my duty before concluding -his re-
poTt to submit to you the recommendations which I consider deserre care-
ful consideration and action during the coining year. I :r.erefore recom-
mend that
1. A continued effort be made to purcliase the site for a new
Senior High School. Also that, preliminary steps be taken for the erection
of such a building so that if gOTemment and state aid becomes aTailable,
the project may receive early consideration.
2. The present maintenance program 're ::-::ziri ;: :'-i- all
schools may be weU lighted and painted.
3. Contact be made with the S:a:e Board of Education so that
some cooperatiTe arrangement can be made in order that the work of
the Mechanic Art Department may be strengthened by proriding trad«:
training for those desiring it.
4. Consideration be given to the establishment of evening courses
in adult educatioiL
The duties of any Superintendent is definitely divided into two
categories, administrative and supervisory. A Superintendent's time
should be about equally divided between these two functions, but general-
ly- speaking the problems of administration over shadow those of super-
vision.
This is particularly true in Portsmouth during the past year. The
maintenance program we launched early in the year has taken the
greater portion of my time. In spite of this I was able to make ofS buildina
and teacher visits during 194S.
The past year has been filled with problems, but with your interest
and effort many of them have been solved. My thanks to you for your co-
operation and for the hours you have so faithfully spent in committee
meetings and business sessions of the Board.
I should like also to express my appreciation to you and the mem-
bers of the School Department staff for their part in making 194S a year




REPORT OF POLICE ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 1948
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, N. H.
Quarterly Report of the City Marshal
Portsmouth, N, H., January 15, 1949
To the Board of Pojice Commissioners,
Portsmouth, N. H.
Gentlemen:
I have the hoiior to submit the following report for the quarter
ending at date:
NUMBER OF ARRESTS AND CAUSE OF ARRESTS
Arrested for out of town officers 13
Assault 2
Carrying concealed weapons 2
Forgery 1
Gambling device, maintaining 4
Larceny 16
Assault on officer 1
Automobile offenses 98









Violating city ordinance 37
Suspicion 2
Store doors found open 235
Police patrol 2243
Value of stolen property recovered and
returned to owners , $10,962.00
Respectfully submitted,
LEONARD H. HEWITT, City Marshal
The witliitt report of the City Marshal of the City of Portsmouth, N.
H., for the year ending December 31, 1948, is hereby accepted and adopted
as the reyort of the Police Commissioners of said city.
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
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To the City Council
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
We have examined the balance sheet of the City of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, as of December 31, 1948 and the related statements of income
and expenditures for the year then ended. Our examination was made in
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly
included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statements of
income and expenditures present fairly the financial position of the City
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, at December 31, 1948, and the results
of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that of
the preceding year.











DUE FROM COMFORT STATION FUND 23.89
TAXES RECEIVABLE — DELINQUENT
J
Summary — Schedule I-l $123,610.20
Deduct:
Reserves for uncollectible taxes $34,829.78
Overlay for 1948 9,650.13
44.479.91
Taxes receivable — net 79,130.29
UNREDEEMED TAXES BOUGHT BY CITY 3,403.52
PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY TAX DEEDS 2,434.40
POLLS TO BE COLLECTED FOR
SOLDIERS' BONUS $23,853.00




LIABILITIES AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE $57,762.44
REVENUE NOTES PAYABLE 75,000.00
DUE TO PARKING METER FUND 1,042.98
OTHER LIABILITIES 166.85
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS — Exhibit II 56,253.71










ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS — JANUARY 1, 1948 $51,814.38
ADDITIONS
Net addition from budgetary operations
(Exhibit III) $21,128.13
Additional assessments of 1946
and 1948 taxes 3,297.23
Adjustments applicable to prior years 2,158.53
Other tax adjustments, abatements of prior




Excess of abatements of 1946 and 1947 taxes over overlays 22,367.50





SUMMARY OF BUDGETARY OPERATIONS
Appropriations per budget passed by the City
Council on July 9, 1948 and after $1,000 reduction
made by State Tax Commission (Exhibit V) $1,320,159.77
Revenue appropriated (Airport) 4,078.74
Appropriations carried to 1948 from 1947
Exhibit V) 3,553.05
Total Appropriations $1,327,791.56
Deduct - Expenditures during 1948 1,300,351.31
Total unexpended appropriations (Exhibit V) $27,440.25
Deduct excess of estimated revenue over actual revenue:
Amount to be raised by taxation per budget $1,088,578.15
Other revenue estimated per budget
(Exhibit IV) 231,581.62
Total estimated revenue $1,320,159.77
Property and bank stock taxes
assessed $1,088,248.13
Poll taxes assessed 17,394.00
Total taxes assessed $1,105,642.13
Less overlay (reserve for
abatements) 17,063.98
Tax assessments available for
budgetary operation $1,088,578.15










STATEMENT OF OTHER REVENUE — ESTIMATED AND ACTUAT^
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1948
Fines and costs














Rental of school buildings
Miscellaneous





Rents — City property
Highway Department
Totals



































































































Salary of city clerk






















































Salary of collector $2,500.00
Salary of office clerk 1,560.00





Tax sale . 50.00
Totals $4,939.80
CITY TREASURER
Salary of city treasurer $2,500.00






Salaries - Board of engineers $9,425.00
Salaries - Permanent men 38,500.00
Salaries - Call men 9,340.00
Supplies 300.00
Gas and oil 350.00
Auto maintenance 800.00






State Retirement Fund 1 100 00
Ambulance maintenance 250 00




PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued)
FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1948
CITY OF
GENERAL




Salary of superintendent $600.00
General repairs and construction 800.00
Electric power 25.00
Time signals 35.00
Air whistle at city yard 300.00












Salaries of janitors $1,620.00








PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued)
FUND
FOR THE YEAR EXDED DECEMBER 31, 1948
CITY OF
GENERAL




Salary of superintendent $1,750.00
Salaries of office clerks 4,000.00





Incinerator expense . 4,000.00
Tree expense 3,000.00
Materials and supplies 2,000.00
Tools and equipment 1,500.00
Repairs to equipment 4,000.00
Road materials 25,000.00
Gas and oil 4,000.00
Repairs to trucks 5,000.00
Sewer maintenance 12,000.00




Sidewalk - 50/50 construction 3,000.00
Bridges, upkeep and repairs 500.00
State aid — Class V maintenance 1,020.85
Parks and playground payroll 5,000.00
Parks and playgrounds - equipment and supplies 250.00






Salary of inspector $1,000.00
Office expense 25.00
Totals $1,025.00
INSPECTION OF WIRES AND POLES
Salary of inspector $600.00
Printing - 3.5,00
Telephone expense 36.00
Use of car 90.00
Totals $761.00
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PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued)
FUND









Salary of city solicitor $2,500.00
Expenses of city solicitor 500.00
Justice of municipal court 1.800.00
Associate justice of municipal court 400.00





Salaries of police commissioners $300.00
Salary of clerk of board 50.00
Salary of city marshal 3,725.00
Salary of assistant marshal 3.125.0.)
Salary of captain 3.025.00
Salary of inspector 3,025.00
Salary of two sergeants 6,050.00
Salaries of patrolmen 57 500.OO
Telephone expense 750.00







Salary of janitor 1,830 00
'To^^ls $88,830 00
WELFARE
Salary of overseer $1,800.00
Office expense 200 00








Medical care 500 oo
Hospital expense n qqq qq
Cash allowance
2 000 00
Gas. light and water ' 25 oo
Board and care _ o Q,^/^ ..^





PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued)
FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1948 Unexpended or
Transfers Transfers Total Amount (Overdrawn)













































































































PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued
FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1948
Unexpended or
Transfers Transfers Total Amount (Overdrawn)
In Out Available Expenditures Balances
$2,987.39 $1,518,46 $1,468.93
$34.28 $665.72 $616.28 $49.44

































Other expenses of instruction













Initial payment — Sherburne and
Wentworth Acres school buildings
Totals
Transferred by vote of the City Council




































PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continued i
FUND
























IMemorial Day observance $400.00
Fourth of July celebration 600.00
Totals $1,000.00
UNCLASSIFIED
Seacoast Regional Development Association $500.00
Veterans' Temporary Memorial 25.00




Payment on bonded indebtedness $88,000.00
Interest on bonded indebtedness ll,186.2j
Discount on revenue notes 2,75.3.75
Expenses re revenue notes 27-3.75
Totals $102,213.75
CITY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT FUND
City's contribution -
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PORTSMOUTH EXHIBIT V-B (continue!)
FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1948
Unexpended or
Transfers Transfers Total Amount (Overdrawn*







BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1948
ASSETS
Cash in bank $26,600.10
Accounts receivable — General Fund 1,042.9S
Total assets $27, 643.OS
LIABILITIES AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
Acounts payable $169.28
Unappropriated surplus $27,473.80
Total liabilities and unappropriated surplus $28,643.08
EXHIBIT VI-B
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 1948





Payroll — police $4,849.85
Clothing allowance — police 68.25
Bank charges — sorting and wrapping coins 420.00
Repairs and maintenance of meters 206.01











BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1948
ASSETS
Cash in bank $81.S0
Total assets $81.80
LIABILITIES AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
Accounts payable — General Fund $23.89
Unappropriated surplus 57.91
Total liabilities and unappropriated surplus $81.80
EXHIBIT VII-B
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE PERIOD














































$27,581.77 $223.70 $521.15 $376.35 $3,502.25




















STATEMENT OF TRUST FUNDS
No.
1. Mary Clark Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
2. Horace A. Haven Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
3. Christopher S. Toppan Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
4. Frank Jones Fund
$500 U. S. Treas. Series G
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
5. Daniel Austin Fund
$500 U. S. Treas. Series G.
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
6. Martha A. DeMerritt Fund
$500 U. S. Savings Bond
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
7. Haven Park Fund
$3,000 U. S. Treas. Series G
$3,000 U. S. Treas. 2 7-8s 1955-60
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
8. Lewis A. Drake Fund
$500 U. S. Treas. Series G
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
9. South Playground Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank $15.00 $33.48 $48.48
10. Annie Fields Fund
$3,000 U. S. Treas. Series G. $3,000.00
2,000 Concord, N. H. 414s 1948 2,000.00
Portsmouth Savings Bank $156.20
EXHIBIT X (continued)
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
STATEMENT OF TRUST FUNDS
No.
11. Pickering Fund
$5,000 U. S. Treas. Series G.
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
12. T. A. Harris Fund
$10,000 U. S. Treas. Series G.
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
13. Louise F. Hovey Fund
Portsmouth Trust Company
14. Eclectic Benevolent Society Fund




1,000 Boston & Maine R. R
4s 1960
1,000 Boston & Maine R. R.
4is 1970
500 Corp Stock, City of
New York, 4is
59 shs. Penn. R. R.
Portsmouth Trust Company
Total
15. Theodora Lyman Fund







STATEMENT OF TRUST FUNDS — PUBLIC LIBRARY
No.
A. Harriet L. Penhallow Fund




B. Ellen T. Pickett Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
C. Eliza Brooks Fund
$500 U. S. Treasury, Series G
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
D- Mary A. S. Goodwin Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
E. Louis Simes Fund
Portsmouth Savings Bank
F. Haven Fund
$5,000 U. S. Treas. Series G.
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
G. Mary D. Parker Fund
$500 U. S. Treas. Series G.
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
H. Mercy E. Ladd Fund




$5,000 U. S. Treas. Series G
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
J. Frank Jones Bequest





STATEMENT OF TRUST FUNDS — PUBLIC LIBRARY
Total of
No. Principal Income Fund
K. John J. Pickering Bequest
$2,000 U. S. Treas. Series G. $2,000.00
Portsmouth Savings Bank 45.34 $25.45
Total
M. Alfred Gooding Fund
Portsmouth Trust Company
N. Thomas P. Salter Fund
Portsmouth Trust Company
O. Joseph B. Upham Bequest
Portsmouth Savings Bank
P. George T. Vaughn Fund
$9,300 U. S. Treas. Series G
Portsmouth Savings Bank
Total
Q. Theodora Lyman Bequest
$5,000 U. S. Treas. Series G




Total $2,798.32 $105.38 $2,903.70
Frederick and Louise Lambert Fund





BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31. 1948
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash in bank and on hand
Accounts receivable








CASH IN SPECIAL FUNDS
Federal contribution for plant expansion
1940 bond issue proceeds
1942 bond issue proceeds
Total cash in special funds
FIXED ASSETS
Land
' Structures (Less reserve for
depreciation) (Schedule XI-1)
Distribution system (Less reserve for
depreciation) (Schedule XI-1)






















SURPLUS - DECEMBER 31, 1948 (Exhibit XII)







































ANALYSIS OF SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 1948
Balance — January 1, 1948 $59,136.16
Deduct:
Net loss 1947 $9,444.92




Depreciation applicable to prior years
and other minor adjustments 748.69





CONDENSED STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS



































ANALYSIS OF OPERATING EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR 1948
WATER SUPPLY EXPENSE
Superintendence $5,440.69
Pumping station labor 21,882.93
Pumping station supplies and expense 2,221.57
Purification system supplies and expense 258.72
Fuel for power 4,054.49
Power purchased 22,277.14
















Other distribution supplies and expense
Repairs to mains








Salaries — general officers
Salaries — general office clerks
General office rent and expense
Insurance
Stationery and printing
Stores department and shop expense




























Net value of fixed assets of water utility 1,048,259.20
Total assets $2,258,458.60
LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS
Funded debt — Municipal $600,000.00
Funded debt — Water 85,000.00
Capital surplus 1,573,458.60
Total liabilities and surplus $2,258,458.60
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Cecil M. Neal, Mayor






Thomas H. Simes, Atty.
















Francis T. Malloy, Director
Legal Department
Jeremy R. Waldron, Justice
Harry W. Peyser, Assoc. Justice
Ralph Junkins, Clerk of Court




T. Wesley Ham, Clerk
City Physician and Sanitary Insp.
S. Gerard Griffin, M. D.
Meat Inspector






Sealer of Weights and Measures
William Thomson
Inspector of Fire Alarms














Wm. Safford Jones, D. D.
Mrs. Edward T. Wendell, Clerk
E. Curtis Matthews
Mrs. Irving E. Stowe
Katherine P. Flanagan








Major Charles A. Johnson
Clyde G. Robinson
Harry N. Harding









James O. Pettigrew, Overseer*
Board of Adjustment
Laurence G. Peyser















John E. Seybolt, Chairman
Mrs. Paul C. Badger
John W. Durgin, Jr.
Mrs. Edwin W. Gray
Wm. Safford Jones, D. D.
Ralph A. Lizio
Mrs. Richman S. Margeson
John C. Shaw*
Cornelia B. Walker, M. D.
James E. Whalley
Stowe Wilder
Raymond I. Beal, Supt. of Schools
Police Commission
Orel A. Dexter, Chairman
J. Verne Wood
J. Paul Griffin, Clerk
Leonard H. Hewitt, City Marshal
(ret. July)





VITAL STATISTICS: Eileen D. Foley, City Clerk
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total
Births 40 50 52 59 51 57 56 61 50 51 51 54 632
Deaths 24 23 22 20 19 24 23 18 15 20 18 14 240
Marriages 33 34 19 39 32 44 42 34 48 34 41 40 440
FIRE DEPARTMENT: George T. Cogan, Chief
Total Alarms Answered 317
Ambulance trips 591
Value of Property Endangered $7,996,900.00
Insurance Coverage 6,941,125.00
Damage by fire 38,671.49
Claims paid by Insurance Companies 33,260.24
Net Loss 5,411.25
HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 8. Gerard Griffin, M. D.




Babies Delivered (City cases)
City Cases — Office calls























All passed for food.
Haven T. Paul, V. M. D.
Beef
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BOARD OF APPRAISERS: Robert M. Herrick, Chairman
Robert W. Sanborn











Portable Mills Road Mach., etc.)
Boats and Launches







Tax Rate Per Thousand




PLUMBING INSPECTOR: Clement R. Mouiton
During the year three examinations were held at City Hall
for Plumber's License.
176 permits for 732 fixtures were issued, and all work completed
under these permits was inspected by your Plumbing Inspector.
Mr. Andrew Sullivan has been added to the committee for
examination for Plumber's Licenses. The committee now consists of
Mr. Sullivan, Dr. Griffin and the Plumbing Inspector.
The largest project of the year was the new Mercury Plant ou
Gosling Road where fifty-five fixtures were used.





















The Board of Education
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I submit for your consideration my fourth annual report as your
Secretary and Superintendent of Schools.
A successful school department must have a sound philosophy of
education. My years of experience in Portsmouth have convinced me
that the Board of Education and the members of the teaching staff
have such a philosophy. Stated simply it is the belief that our schools
should:
- - - promote intellectual competence.
- - - develop character, personality, and good citizenship.
- - - create right attitudes, understandings, and appreciations.
- - - consider each child as an individual.
- - - provide a happy, healthful, friendly environment.
- - - promote physical and mental well being.
- - - stimulate appreciation of the fine arts.
- - - provide each child with good habits, skills, and knowledges.
- - - encourage right attitudes toward earning a living.
Space and time will not permit the elaboration of these points in this
report, but education based on this philosophy is on solid ground.
One of the major problems that faced the Board during 1949 was
the revision* of the salary scale. In February the Teachers' Association
requested an upward revision of the minimum and maximum salaries,
and a change in the original plan for advancing them to their proper
salary level on the scale established in 1947. A special committee from
the Board held several meetings with a committee from the Teachers'
Association. The Board of Education adopted in April several amend-
n:ents to the 1947 Salary Schedule and Policy which established a
minimum salary of $2,000, and new maximums of $3,500 for teachers
holding a bachelor's degree, and $3,700 for those having a master's
degree. A graduated scale of increases was also adopted to more
rapidly move teachers to their place on the salary scale established
in 1947.
The resignation of Richard D. McDonough, truant officer since
1912 was accepted by the Board in September. Ill health caused him to
give up the position he had so efficiently filled for thirty-seven years.
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My recommendation that consideration be given to making this position
part of a full time school department position was adopted. A special
committee appointed to work on the problem recommended that it be
combined with that of a guidance director and that the position bo
filled as soon as practical. It is planned to fill the position as soon
as a qualified candidate can be selected.
The Special Building Committee has held several meetings to
consider plans for providing increased facilities for the Senior High
School. Considering the magnitude of the problem combined with the
desire of the Committee to present the best possible plans it was decided
to employ the services of an expert building consultant. Mr. John E.
Nichols of West Hartford, Connecticut was selected from several
recommended by Mr. Paul Farnum of the State Department of Education.
The survey will be completed by April and then the Committee will
make some definite recommendations to the Board of Education.
The financial reports of our school lunch program show that it is
still self-supporting. Federal assistance makes this possible. The schools
of Portsmouth received a subsidy amounting to $4,455.54 during 1949.
In addition to this amount the following foods have been received:
two hundred fifty bushels of apples, five cases of honey, seven cases
of cheese, sixteen cases of peaches, nine cases of tomatoes, two cartons
or butter, twenty bags of potatoes, and dried fruits.
A committee of teachers and principals have been working on
the revision of the Social Studies in the elementary schools for nearly
a year. The committee has just completed its work. The major changes
have been (1» the transfer of the study of the Western Hemisphere
from the 7th to the 6th grade and the Eastern Hemisphere from the
Gth to the 7th; (2) the adoption of new textbooks. The change in
the 6th and 7th grades brings about greater continuity and the new
textbooks modernize the study materials of the department.
The success of our health and physical education program is
recognized beyond our city limits. The State Department of Education
looks upon it as one of the most progressive in New Hampshire and
school nurses from other unions have come here to study its merits.
We know its limitations on the high school level, but further expansion
and improvement depends upon increased facilities. Until such time
as these are available emphasis will be placed upon the refinement of
the program we now have in operation.
The cooperation of the Portsmouth Medical Society has made it
possible for the continuation of our physical examination program. Miss
Haley and Mrs. Apol, our school nurses, have directed this work and
report that during 1949, nine hundred forty-eight students received
a complete examination, four hundred forty-nine in the elementary
schools and four hundred ninety-nine in the Junior and Senior High
Schools. Reports have been sent to some parents with the suggestion
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that the students be taken to the family physician for a re-check and
treatment. A follow-up of these cases show that most parents are
responding favorably.
Two thousand two hundred ninety-eight hearing tests have
been given with the result that eighteen students, with their parents'
consent, are receiving lip-reading instruction. Miss Annie Hammond is
teaching these classes which include boys and girls from grade three
through the Senior High School.
Four boys and girls, homebound because of physical conditions,
have received instruction at home. Mrs. Winifred Davis visits each
student twice a week. This instruction enables a number of them to
return to school and continue with their regular grade.
The Driver Education course continues to attract a full load
of students each semester. Summer courses for adults were again
offered last summer and plans call for a continuance of this program
during the summer of 1950 if enough citizens are interested. Mr. Day
has been commended by the Motor Vehicle inspectors for his success
in preparing students for the motor vehicle examination.
The success of the fluorine clinic held last spring is well known.
One thousand six hundred fourteen pupils of the elementary schools
received the complete treatment. Appreciation is again extended to Dr.
Dwyer of the ^tate Division of Dental Services who made the clinic
possible, to the City of Portsmouth for the use of the medical center
as clinic headquarters, to the Parent-Teacher Association for providing
the transportation of pupils to the medical center, and to Mrs. Patricia
MacDonald, dental hygienist, for perfecting the organization. We were
very sorry to lose the services of Mrs. MacDonald in October, but were
fortunate in securing Mrs. Margaret Pray, an experienced dental
hygienist to carry on the dental program.
A course in Music Appreciation has been added to the High
School curricula. The full credit course which is being taught by Mr.
Kuhsious, attracted twenty-seven students and meets one period, five
days a week. I consider this course a very valuable addition to the
offerings of our High School.
Louis deRochemont's permanent loan of his seventy-two reels
ol 16 MM sound films "The Earth and It's Peoples" gave real impetus
to our plans for developing the use of visual aids in the elementary
schools. A portion of the money appropriated to purchase these films
together with money donated by the Central Council of Parents and
Teachers has made it possible for all schools to become fully equipped
with motion picture projectors, slide film projectors, screens and stands.
In addition to these recorders were purchased for the Junior and
Senior High Schools and a much needed three-speed record player
was secured for the Music Department. I wish to express here my
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personal appreciation to all those who assisted in making these audio-
visual aids available to our teachers.
The end of the first period designated for teachers to earn their
salary barrier credits will come in the Spring of 1951. 33% of the teachers
hnve already met this requirement with 69'c receiving full credit for
approved travel.
The budget for 1950 allows for the continuance of the school
renovation program. The Junior High School exterior needs painting
and the interiors of the Haven, Wentworth, and Senior High Schools
should receive consideration. Four hundred forty-eight fluorescent
lights have been installed since the lighting program was started in
1947. Seventy-nine of these were installed in the Senior High School
during the past summer. Plans should include the installation of as
many more of these fixtures in this building during 1950.
Education has increasingly become a complex process — it lias
implications far beyond the simply fundamental processes of reading,
v/riting, and figuring which constituted the curriculum of the first
schools in America. Today education is expected to turn out citizens
who may contribute to the further development of our culture and
result in a type of individual growth which will insure the maintenance
of the high ideals so representative of this democracy. This has required
expansion of school services and changes in teaching techniques until
there seems no end. These changes have come about, and are still
going on, so rapidly that time has not permitted a complete interpretation
to the public. The result has been misundersandings and in some
instances lack of confidence in the modern schools. Dr. Edgar Fuller,
former Commissioner of Education in New Hampshire, well stated in
1947, "Given full opportunity to consider the facts about public education
the people will make right decisions about it". Our aim for 1950
should be to keep our citizens well informed of our plans for improving
the education of our youth.
I submit the following recommendations for your consideration:
(1) A complete census of all children of pre-school age now
living in Portsmouth. Such a census would give more accurate informa-
tion for the determination of future plans.
(2) The purchase of necessary equipment for the application
of fluorine to all children entering the elementary schools. This would
insure the continuance of the program initiated last April by the Dental
Division of the the State Board of Health. Local organizations are
ready to assist financially.
(3) A plan of action be formulated to improve the educational
facilities of our Senior High School as soon as Mr. Nichols completes
the present survey. Every opportunity for federal assistance should be
considered.
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(4) The completion of the program for adequate lighting in all
school buildings as soon as possible. Twelve thousand dollars would
be a fair estimate of the cost of fixtures and installations.
No report of this type should be concluded without an expression
of appreciation for the interest and efforts of the members of the
Board who did not "choose to run again" — Mrs. Pearl Gray, Mrs.
Marion Badger, and Mr. James Whalley. They served the City as
Board members for a total of forty-one years. Mrs. Gray has a record
of twenty-eight years of faithful service, during which she had a number
of years of perfect attendance at Board meetings. I know that you
join me in extending to them the best wishes of the School Department.
I would like to thank you for the cooperation you have given me
during the past year for many of our achievements have been made




Report of City Marshal
Portsmouth, N. H., December 31, 1940
To the Board of Police Commissioners,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the year





Breaking and Entering 7
Contempt of Court 1
Drunks 323
Forgery 1
Gambling house, maintaining 5
Larceny 12
Lewd and Lascivious Act 1
Malicious mischief 1
Obtaining goods under false pret 1
Safekeeping 28
Vagrants 1
Wilful destruction of property 1
Arrested for out of town 6
Automobile offenses 116
Brawl and Tumult 2










Vio. of City Ordinance 48
Store doors and windows found open 359
Police patrol trips 2461
Value of property recovered and returned to owners $13,858.50
Forfeitures (50 cents) for parking violations turned
in to City Treasurer $1,474.00
Received for telephone toll calls and turned in to Treas 13.97
Insurance refunds turned in to Treasurer 114.28
Gas tax or road toll refund received and turned in to Treas 241.76
Total turned in to Treasurer $1,844.01
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The past year has found the Police Department very active in
answering and investigating all complaints. We have been very successful
in apprehending and prosecuting the perpetrators of all major crimes
committed in Portsmouth, N. H., and a large percentage of the lesser
crimes.
Two cases of Aggravated Assault were prosecuted. One was Nol
Prossed and the other is pending final disposition in Superior Court.
Three subjects apprehended, in the act of Breaking and Entering
in the night time while armed, by two of the Cruiser Officers were
successfully prosecuted and all sentenced.
One subject charged with Larceny by Fraud was apprehended
and plead guilty to two counts and was placed on probation for 3 years.
Five apprehended for maintaining a gambling house were convicted
and the gambling places closed.
Three subjects apprehended after committing robbery, plead
guilty and were sentenced.
One subject, charged with Breaking and Entering and Forgery,
who had fled the State was apprehended in Chicago, 111., and returned
to New Hampshire. He plead guilty and made restitution.
One Lewd and Lascivious act is pending final disposition in
Superior Court.
City Marshal, Leonard H. Hewitt retired as of May 31, 1949
and during the month of June, Deputy Marshal, Dougal D. McLean was
acting City Marshal. On July 1, 1949 William J. Linchey was appointed
and took Office as City Marshal.
There have been several additions to the equipment since July
1, 1949. Several of the call boxes have been removed and telephones
i;istalled in their place, which will be operated more economically
than previously.
Forms such as are used by the more progressive departments
have been printed and are in use for recording the various complaints
and crimes which are reported to the department.
We have purchased another car which has been fully equipped




The within report of the City Marshal of the City of Portsmouth,
N. H., for the year ending December 31, 1949, is herfeby accepted and
adopted as the report of the Police Commissioners of said City.
Orel A. Dexter,





NATHANIEL F. BIGELOW, JR.
Certified Public Accountant
Member American Institute of Accountants
One Sixteen Lowell Street
Manchester, New Hampshire
September 14, 1950
To the Council of the City of Portsmouth
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Sirs:
We have made an audit of the books and accounts of the City of
Portsmouth for the year ended December 31, 1949. Our examination was
made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
included such tests of the accounting records and other supporting
evidence and such other procedures as we considered necessary in the
circumstances.
GENERAL FUND
All cash recorded as received was found to be in agreement with
the statements issued by the various banks. The petty cash funds w^ere
intact.
Some of the outstanding tax books were found to be out of
balance with the general ledger. These accounts were as follows:
Balance per Balance per Tax Books
Year General Ledger Tax Books Over Short
Property Taxes
1949 $99,858.23 $99,791.41 $66.82
Poll Taxes
1941 $2,226.00 $2,296.00 $70.00
1943 2,608.00 2,604.00 $4.00
1945 7,919.00 8,129.00 210.00
1946 2,962.00 2,978.00 16.00
1947 3,002.00 3,006.00 4.00
1948 2,654.00 2,692.00 38.00
1949 5,294.00 5,550.00 256.00
It is our opinion that these differences are the result of posting
errors and accordingly will be eliminated by the City Auditor after he
has rechecked the postings for the years in question.
None of the outstanding tax accounts were confirmed with the
taxpayers at this time. We found that many abatements had not been
posted to the accounts and any attempt to confirm these balances would
have been very unsatisfactory.
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In the account. Property Acquired by Tax Collector's Deeds, there
were no changes made during the year under review.
The account, Deferred Charges, represents the value of the
premiums for fire insurance applicable to 1950 and 1951.
All unpaid vouchers on record, as applicable to 1949, at the office
of the City Auditor were entered and appear in the balance sheet as
accounts payable.
Notes payable to the First Bancredit Corporation for insurance
premiums were due as follows:
Due March 31, 1950 $4,991.62
Due March 31, 1951 4,991.62
Total $9,983.24
There were no changes made in the following accounts during 1949:
Memorial Park - Plains - Fund $36.85
Repurchase of Account - Deeded Property 130.00
A contingent liability exists against the City of Portsmouth
as the result of a suit now pending brought by one John STiea for
personal injuries in which the ad dannum is $50,000.00.
PARKING METER FUND
Collections from the parking meters were found to have been
deposited in the bank as recorded in the books of account.
Disbursements made from the General Fund on account of the
Parking Meter Fund as at December 31, 1949 amounted to $1,694.65.
COMFORT STATION FUND
There appears to be a discrepancy in the collections received
for this fund as compared with the meter readings of the various coin
operated devices operated for this fund. The reading of the meters was
recorded as of January 1, 1949 and April 13, 1950 only, showing the
collections to be $1,084.60. A discrepancy seems to result from the
following computation:
Meter Readings, January 1, 1949 - April 13, 1950 $1,084.60
Less, Collections Deposited, Jan. 1, 1950 - April 13, 1950 189.65
Balance Applicable to 1949
'
$894.95
Collections Reported for 1949 639.25
Shortage $255.70
Your Auditing Department is trying to correct this situation
but it is doubtful if the past shortage will be recovered.
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WATER DEPARTMENT
All receipts, as recorded in this department, were found to be in
agreement with the monthly bank statements.
The petty cash fund was intact.
The accounts receivable, for the most part, are current. Some
fourteen accounts, amounting to $431.53, are over a year old and there is
doubt as to the collectibility of them. The reserve for doubtful accounts
of $3,000.00 seems ample at this time.
The inventory of materials and supplies was taken by employees
of the Water Department as of December 31, 1949. Inasmuch as we
were not present when this inventory was taken we can assume no
liability for the quantities reported. It appears that the inventory
is correctly stated.
Unpaid vouchers at the end of 1949 comprise the accounts payable
item of $14,209.17.
COMBINED STATEMENT OF FUNDS ON DEPOSIT
All of these funds were confirmed directly to us by the respective
depositories and found to be in order.
GENERAL COMMENTS
Many of the recommendations contained in our audit report of
December 31, 1947 are being adopted.
An examination of the insurance policies was made and the
following is a summary of the insurance in force:
Fire Insurance
Buildings $1,130,850.00
Contents of Buildings 173,750.00
Equipment Floater 13,800.00
Playground Grandstand 1,000.00
Playground Poles and Equipment 6,000.00
Public Liability
Buildings 10-20M
Automobile 10 - 20 - 5M
Physicians Offices 10 - 20M
Workmen's Compensation - Statutory
Money and Securities $10,000.00
Boiler Explosion
Sherbourne Pumping Station 10,000.00
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Fidelity Bonds
Joseph Warren Somerby, Tax Collector 38,700.00
Teresa Brooks Demarais, Treasurer 30,000.00
Mary Elizabeth Jordon, Deputy Treasurer 30,000.00
Edward C. Peterson, City Manager 10,000.00
Genevieve G. Caldwell 10,000.00
Wilfred E. Young 10,000.00
Mrs. Marguerite F. Watkins, Bookkeeper, Water Dept. 5,000.00
Elizabeth Alice Knight, Clerk 5,000.00
Eilesn Dondero Foley, City Clerk 5,000.00
Marvis Pauline Rose, Cashier, Water Department 5,000.00
Trustees of Trust Funds
Arthur Gorman 5,000.00
William L. Conlon 5,000.00
Dorothy F. Lear 5,000.00
Parking Meter Collectors
Earl Rogers 1,000.00
Earle E. Rowe 1,000.00
The records of the Municipal Court were not checked as the
method of bookkeeping in this department does not lend itself to a
satisfactory audit.
Very truly yours,





EXHIBIT A BALANCE SHEET
Schedule 1 Cash
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EXHIBIT D APPROP. AND EXPENDITURES
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS
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Schedule 1 Fixed Assets
Schedule 2 Surplus
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Petty Cash Funds 175.00







Net Taxes Receivable 115,817.93
(See Schedules 2 and 3)
UNREDEEMED TAXES BOUGHT BY CITY
(See Schedule 4) 5,058.13
PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY
TAX COLLECTOR'S DEEDS 2,434.40
DUE FROM OTHER FUNDS:
Parking Meter Fund $1,694.65
Permanent Improvement Bonds of 1946 Fund 24.39
Total Due From Other Funds 1,719.04
DEFERRED CHARGES 9,983.24
Total $213,400.00
LIABILITIES AND REVENUE SURPLUS
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE $139,485.42
NOTES PAYABLE - FIRST BANCREDIT CORPORATION 9,983.24
MEMORIAL PARK - PLAINS - FUND 36.85
REPURCHASE OF ACCOUNT - DEEDED PROPERTY 130.00





ANALYSIS OF REVENUE SURPLUS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
BALANCES, JANUARY 1, 1949:
Overlay - 194S $9,650.13
Unappropriated Balance 56,253.71
EJXHIBIT B
Total Balances, January 1, 1949
ADDITIONS:
Refund of 1948 Election Appropriations
Adjustment of 1948 Overlay
with Uncollected 1948 Taxes
Adjustment of Reserve for Uncollected
Taxes with Uncollected Taxes




































Excess of Actual Revenue over
Estimated Revenue (See Exhibit C)








Tax Abatements - Prior Years
Tax Abatements for Years 1946, 1947, 1948
Adjustment of 1944 Tax Levy
Total Deductions
BALANCES, DECEMBER 31, 1949:
Overlay - 1948
Unappropriated Balance




















MUNICIPAL REVENUE FOR THE
REVENUE
Taxes - Property and Poll
Fines and Costs




State - Interest and Dividends
State - Railroads
State - Savings Banks
Slate - Building and Loan Association
School Revenue
Schools - State Aid

















































City Clerk's Department 15,220.00
City Manager's Department 11,051.00
Collector's Department 5,973.00
City Treasurer's Department 3,950.00
Fire Department 65,385.32
Fire Alarm Department 2,060.00
Health Department 5,260.00
Comfort Station Department 11,610.00
Flighway Department 221,005.00
Inspection of Buildings Department 1,025.00














Unclassified Account . 18,725.00
Municipal Indebtedness 97,608.75
Overlay 2,997.85
Totals (See Exhibit B and
Exhibit D - Schedule 1) $1,390,796.90









THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
P R I A T I N S
EXHIBIT E
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH '
PARKING METER FUND
BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 1949
ASSETS:
Cash in Bank $49,824.90
LIABILITIES:
Due to General Fund 1,694.65
SURPLUS:
Balance, January 1^ 1949 $27,473.80
Excess of Receipts over Disbursements for
Year Ended December 31, 1949 (See Below) 20,656.51
Balance, December 31, 1949 $48,130.31
PARKING METER FUND
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
RECEIPTS:
Meter Collections $34,199.07
Loan from Water Department 15,000.00
Total Receipts $49,199.0*
DISBURSEMENTS:





Insurance and Bonding 146.09
Parking Area Expense 987.46
Safety Signs 4,654.14
New Parking Lot - Junkins Avenue 1,634.25
Traffic Lights 26.60
Printing Blank Forms 70.00
Advertising 25.19
Postage -^00
Donation - March of_ Dimes 26.20
Repayment of Loan to Water Department 15,000.00
Total Disbursements 28,542.50





BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31. 1949
ASSETS:
Cash in Bank $562.98
Due from Water Department 15.40
Total Assets $578.38
SURPLUS:
Balance, January 1, 1949 $81.80
Excess of Receipts over Disbursements for Year
Ended December 31, 1949 See Below) 496.58
Balance, December 31, 1949 $578.38
COMFORT STATION FUND
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS







































John J. Pickering Bequest
Alfred Gooding
Thomas P. Salter




Frederick and Louise Lambert





FOR THE YEAR ENDED
PRINCIPAL
Balance Balance





STATEMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL
FOR THE YEAR ENDED
Fund
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT - 1941
Development and Expansion of Municipal Airport
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT - 1946:
Bond Premium
Bridge at North Mill Pond
Street Construction - Maplewood Avenue
Engineering and Survey of Sidewalks
Improvements to Public Library
Buildlng for Highway Division
Sidewalks at Atlantic Heights
Improvements to Pleasant Street

















PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT - 1946:
Plans for Sewers - Federal Works Agency




Totals, Municipal Funded Debt Funds


















FOR THE YEAR ENDED
Identification of Issue Date of Issue
Junior High School
Public Improvements and Equipment
Sewer, Highway and Equipment
Sewer, Street and Equipment
Permanent Improvement


















































Federal Works Agency -
Contribution for Plant Expansion
Balance, 1940 Bond Issue Proceeds


























Due to Comfort Station Fund










EXHIBIT J — Continue<:
FUNDED DEBT:
Water Bonds of 1940 $25,000.00
Water Bonds of 1942 25.000.00
Total Funded Debt 50,000.00
Total Liabilities $64,605.52
SURPLUS (See Schedule 2) 1,000,016.23





STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
OPERATING REVENUES:
Commercial Water Sales $111,916.59
Industrial Water Sales 33,299.20
Miscellaneous Municipal Sales 2,619.32
Total Operating Revenues $147,835.11
LESS OPERATING EXPENSES:




Total Operating Expenses (See Schedule 1) 148,313.52
NON OPERATING REVENUES:
Penalties on Overdue Water Bills $1,636.03
Less, Interest Charges 937.50
Net Non-Operating Revenues 698.53
Net Profit to Earned Surplus
(See Exhibit J - Schedule 2) $220.12
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First National Bank of Portsmouth
N. H. National Bank of Portsmouth
Amount on Deposit $60,955.11
Less, Outstanding Checks 9,594.14
Available Balance
Merchants National Bank of Boston
Amount on Deposit $23,846.17
Less, Outstanding Checks 164.37
Available Balance
Second National Bank of Boston
Total General Checking Accounts
Restricted Fiscal Agent Account
Merchants National Bank of Boston
Amount on Deposit $1,273.75












Total Petty Cash Funds









EXHIBIT A — SCHEDULE 2
CITY OF PORTSMOl'TH
GENERAL FUND













Totals (See Exhibit A)
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EXHIBIT A — SCHEDULE 4
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
GENERAL FUND
UNREDEEMED TAXES BOUGHT BY CITY
DECEMBER 31, 1949
Number














Total (See Exhibit A) $5,058.13
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EXHIBIT D — SCHEDULE 1
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1949























Cost of Annual Audit
Totals
CITY CLERK:
Salary of City Clerk
Salaries of Office Clerical
Telephone Expense
Office Supplies and Expense







EXHIBIT D — SCHEDULE 1 —
EXHIBIT D —
EXHIBIT D — SCHEDULE 1 —
EXHIBIT D — S(
EXHIBIT D — SCHEDULE 1 —
EXHIBIT D — SCHEDULE 1 — Continued
Janitors' Supplies
EXHIBIT D -- SCHEDULE 1 — Continued
Retirement 9,200.25 9,200.25
Univ. Extension Prog. 1,000.00 1,000.00







Notes 2,918.64 2,622.99 295.65
Expense re: Revenue
Notes 356.36 356.36
Totals $97,608.75 $97,313.10 $295.65
OVERLAY $2,997.85 $3,667.98 $670.13
Totals (See












































































Balance Reserve for Book Value
Deductions Dec. 31, 1949 Depreciation Dec. 31, 1949




FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
Municipal Investment
Federal Contribution for Plant Expansion
Earned -
Balance January 1, 1949 $41,072.38
Net Profit for the Year Ended
December 31, 1949 (See Exhibit K) 220.12
Less, Depreciation Applicable to
Prior Year 13.46
Net Addition to Surplus
Balance December 31, 1949







EXHIBIT K — SCHEDULE 1
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
WATER DEPARTMENT
SCHEDULE OF OPERATING EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
WATER SUPPLY AND PUMPING EXPENSES:
Superintendence $5,680.27
Pumping Station Labor 22,730.90
Pumping Station Supplies and Expense 2,166.56
Purification System Supplies and Expense 91.95
Fuel for Power 2,621.91
Power Purchased 23,856.33
Repairs to Water Supply
Structures and Equipment 321.78
Repairs to Pumping Station
Structures and Equipment 3,229.83





Supplies and Expense 71.09
Repairs to Meters 5,319.82 6,373.41





Total Distribution Expenses 24,858.58
GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES:




General Office Clerks 862.37
EXHIBIT K — SCHEDULE 1 — Continued
Stable and Garage Expense 1,771.31
Uncollectible Accounts 124.79
Employees' Retirement 4,410.27
Total General Administrative Expenses 22,306.34
DEPRECIATION 40,449.07
Total Operating Expenses (See Exhibit K) $148,313.52
130











Richman S. Margeson, Mayor
Roland I. Noyes
Frank E. Paterson
Thomas H. Simes, Atty.






Mrs. Eileen D. Foley











Francis T. Malloy, Director
Legal Department
Harry W. Peyser, Justice
Oscar Neukom, Assoc. Justice
Ralph Junkins, Clerk of Court





T. Wesley Ham, Clerk
City Physician and Sanitary Insp.
S. Gerard Griffin, M. D.
Meat Inspector
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William Thomson
Inspector of Fire Alarms





Mrs. Mildred Riese, Overseer
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Orel A. Dexter, Chairman*
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ViTAL STATISTICS: Eileen D. Foley, City Clerk
Jan. 1 to Oct. 15, 1950
Americo J. Bellucci, City Clerk
Oct. 15 to Dec. 31, 1950
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total
Births 36 56 56 34 58 48 46 52 48 28 47 31 540
Deaths 22 25 28 18 16 16 13 21 18 18 19 23 237
Marriages 30 27 26 38 29 45 63 50 58 46 34 36 482
FIRE DEPARTMENT: George T. Cogan, Chief
Bell Alarms Answered 35
Still Alarms Answered 345
Total Calls 380
Ambulance Calls 648
Value of Property Endangered $3,115,100.00
Insurance Coverage 2,530,750.00
Claims paid by Insurance Companies 95,836.42
Net Loss by Fire 147,480.35
The large loss during 1950 was due to the fact that the Reagan
Warehouse fire, which was the largest of the year, was only partially
covered by insurance, and therefore accounts for well over $100,000. of
the net loss.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT: S. Gerard Griffin, M. D.,
City Physician and Sanitary Inspector
Health Examinations 242
City Employment Physicals 12
Police Station Calls 24




School Work Certificates 42
Complaints 165
Licenses issued 277 ($277.00)
During 1950 the Mobile X-ray unit of the State Board of Health
was in Portsmouth for four weeks in March 1950 giving free chest x-rays.
A diabetic detection clinic was held at the Health Center in October
with free urinalysis offered.
There were no serious epidemics in Portsmouth, and only two
cas.es of polioihyelitis reported.
The majority of complaints to the Board of Health continue to
be reports of nuisances rather than actual health menaces, and these
can usually be corrected by a warning to the party involved.
134
Statistics-continued
MEAT INSPECTION: Haven T. Paul, V. M. D., Jan. 1 to Oct. 1, 1950
Animals Slaughtered
Veal Hogs Lambs Beef
151 18 41
All passed for human consumption.
On request, approximately six thousand pounds of dressed beef
v/as inspected on the S. S. Memory, berthed at the Sprague Coal
Company, and found to be in good condition.
NOTE: Dr. Paul resigned from the position of Meat Inspector on
October 1, 1950, after having served the City of Portsmouth





























Robert M. Herrick, Chairman
Fred W. Sanborn
T. Wesley Ham, Clerk
ValuationNo.
Statistics-continued
PUBLIC LIBRARY: Dorothy M. Vaughn, Librarian
Number of books in the library January 1, 1950
Volumes added by purchase 1,869
Volumes added by gift 159
Worn out, obsolete volumes discarded
Number of books in the library January 1, 1951













Books borrowed from other libraries:




WELFARE DEPARTMENT: Mildred Riese, Overseer
Report of
Superintendent of Schools
The Board of Education
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I submit herewith my fifth annual report as Superintendent of
Schools. Attached are reports of the Principals of the Junior and Senior
High Schools and reports of other departments and activities which
comprise the annual report of the Board of Education for 1950.
The primary purpose of education has been ably stated by
Alonzo G. Grace, former Commissioner of Education of Connecticut,
as follows: "that all children of all people, irrespective of race, creed,
or economic status, may have the opportunity to develop their maximum
endowment of mind and body to the insurance of their own happiness
and welfare of their fellows and to become a contributing constructive
force in the preservation and improvement of the democratic state".
Education is our biggest business. It is a fact that approximately
half of the population of the nation is directly or indirectly engaged
in the business of education. Public education is a public purchase,
a purchase made by the citizens of a community for the benefit of their
children. In self-protection every community buys education for its
future citizens and the amount and quality of the education which
the people buy is one of the best evidences obtainable of the general
level of civilization and culture which they have reached. The schools
of a municipality reflect the aspirations of its people for their children
and for their community.
Eric Johnston, President of the Motion Picture Association of
America recently said, "We demand more of our schools than of any
ether of our institutions. We spend too little on education." An editorial
in the Saturday Evening Post asks, "How much is a teacher worth
who works not with iron or steel or brass, but with young minds?" A
new era of public interest in education is taking shape.
Portsmouth cannot be counted among the areas where education
has been neglected. A review o~f past records proves that the Board of
Education and the citizens of Portsmouth have always made an honest
attempt to provide adequate educational opporunities for the youth of
this city. May this same spirit continue and the proposed expansion of
cur educational plant become a reality.
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My report for 1949 included the initiation of a school building
survey by Mr. John Nichols, a school building consultant, who had been
retained to make a survey of the school buildings in Portsmouth, more
particularly that of the Senior High School. You are all familiar with
the report he submitted in May in which he recommended that steps be
taken to erect a modern high school plant on the Jenkins property.
The Special Building Committee has worked diligently and you have
accepted its recommendation to purchase this property for the site of
the proposed school. Your request for funds to purchase this land is
now pending before the City Council.
Much attention has been given to the academic side of our school
system during the past. The committee of teachers and elementary
principals working on the social studies program has just about
completed its study. Recommendations of this committee included the
purchase of new textbooks for grades four, five and six. These have
been purchased filling a long felt need. Teachers meeting by grade
groups are now organizing units of instruction based on our new
program.
The second phase of the reorganized program of English in the
Senior High School has been put into effect. All Sophomores last year
studied a course in general English and as Juniors this year have had a
choice, under guidance, of three twelve-week specialized courses. These
courses are listed in Mr. Marriner's report.
Mr. Erickson revised the physical education and health programs
for the elementary schools before he left and Mr. Petro and Miss Booth
aie following the plans as outlined.
Dr. Alice Baumgarner, Director of Art for the State Department
of Education, made a very good suggestion for improving the art
instruction in the elementary schools. So much of Miss Hodgdon's
time is occupied with teaching in the Senior High School that she has
had very little left for work in the grades. She is now working with the
teachers who are meeting with her once a month by grades. The teachers
receive instruction that will assist them in teaching the boys and girls
in their classes.
Miss Hodgdon is to be commended for the cooperation of the
Art Department with the Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce in carrying
out the Chamber's plans for window decorations during the Hallowe'en
season. The artistic painting of fifty-five store windows by students
from the fifth grade through the High School was a re^l achievement.
The success of this project resulted in the employment of several
high school art students by at least two merchants to decorate their
store windows for the Chrismas holidays.
We have made arrangements for the Reading Specialist from the
company who publishes our reading system, to visit us again in early
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January. There has been considerable improvement in the results we
have obtained since her first visit two years ago.
Mr. Hogue and a committee of teachers and principals have
revised our testing program for all grades, kindergarten through the
twelfth grade. This program now contains tests for determining
intelligence quotients, scholastic achievement and aptitudes. Mr. Hogui?
and Miss Hammond have given many individual tests to pupils for
guidance purposes. These tests have proven to be very helpful in
determining the membership of our opportunity and remedial classes.
They have also been of assistance in the psychological adjustment oC
maladjusted pupils. The Board's action in combining guidance counseling
with attendance and probation work has proven to be one of merit.
The elementary schools have inaugurated a new plan for the
development of a closer relationship between the home and the school,
the parent and the teacher. Grade meetings are held during the
afternoon at which time the mothers visit the classrooms and then
sit down with the principal and teacher to discuss teaching methods,
subject matter, the changing emphasis in education, or anything that
seems important to the mothers. Tea is generally served and it is
needless to say that many a misunderstanding has been washed
away by a cup of tea.
The School Department was honored in February by the selection
of Miss Alice Jeffords, Principal of the New Franklin School, as a
member of the Flying Classroom sponsored by Michigan State College
and Yale University. Miss Jeffords left on April 8 for a six weeks tour
of the European countries. She has given unstintingly of her time since
her return bringing to the educators and citizens of New Hampshire
her personal observations of European conditions and educational
progress.
Mrs. Winifred Davis, teacher of the homebound physically handi-
capped children, retired in June, 1950. Mr. Leslie Barden, teacher of
Mathematics at the Junior High School, assumed charge of this work
in September. He is, at the present time, working with two students.
The program for renovating our schools was continued througli-
out 1950. The painting of the interiors of the Wentworth and Haven
Schools was completed. Chalk boards in several classrooms were painted
green, the desk tops in five elementary schools were sanded and
refinished, and the exterior of the Junior High School was painted tAvo
coats. New shades were installed in the Haven, Atlantic Heights.
Farragut, Whipple, and Junior High Schools and a tile floor was installed
in the cafeteria of the Junior High School. The playground at the
Whipple School was levelled and covered with screened gravel. Mr.
O'Sullivan has just finished the painting of the stair wells at the
Junior High School. Two classrooms, one in the Lafayette School and
one in the New Franklin School, were equipped with new movable
desks and chairs.
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Plans for 1951 call for the completion of the painting of the
interior of the Senior High School, the installation of fluorescent lights
in the rooms at the Senior High School not already equipped, the painting
of the exterior of the Wentworth School and the interior of the Junior
High School. Plans are also already underway for the building of an
asphalt top play area at the New Franklin School.
I am very happy to report that the amount of outstanding bonds
chargeable to the School Department is the lowest in many years. The
last of the Junior High School bonds were retired in October leaving
only those of the 1946 issue for improvements and equipment to be paid.
The amount of the issue to be retired in the next six years is $58,000.
My recommendations for the coming year are as follows:
1. The present efforts for providing adequate housing for the
Senior High School should continue with the formation of a joint
building committee as soon as possible followed by the selection of an
architect to draw the plans of a complete plant.
2. Consideration should be given to the raising of the minimum
salary now paid to inexperienced teachers. Minimum salaries in other
towns and cities range from $2,200 to $2,600. I would recommend a
minimum of $2,400. There is an acute shortage of elementary teachers
and Portsmouth cannot replenish its teaching staff with young teachers
unless it can meet the competition.
3. A long range program for the replacing of old school desks
and chairs in several elementary schools with modem movable equipment
should be given early consideration. Much of the present furniture is
iiiadequate.
4. The Sherburne and Wentworth Schools are now the property
of the City of Portsmouth, but they have not been turned over to the
School Department. I recommend that a request be sent to the City
Council asking that this be done as soon as possible.
5. The recent wind storm did considerable damage to eight out
of ten school buildings. It seems advisable for the Board of Education to
investigate the cost of insurance to cover such a loss and, if it seems
feasible, add this coverage to the insurance now existing on all school
property.
In conclusion I would like to express my appreciation to you for




Report of City Marshal
Portsmouth, N. H., December 31, 1950
To the Board of Police Commissioners,
Portsmouth, N. H.
Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit the following report for the year ending
at date, with amounts of money collected and turned in to the City
Treasurer:
Adultery 1
Arrested for out of town 8
Assault 12
Automobile Offenses 139
Breaking and Entering 1
Breaking and Entering and Larceny 1
Bait Fishing 1
Carrying concealed weapon 2
Contempt of Court 1
Carrying Pistol without permit 1
Disorderly Conduct 26












Operating under the influence 20
Passing Fraudulent Checks 1
Passing Forged Checks 3






Violating City Ordinance 10
Fornication 1
Store doors and windows found open 281
Police Patrol Trips 2,581
141
\i
Viilue of Property recovered and returned to owners $14,079.47
The past year has found the Police Department very active in
answering and investigating all complaints. We have been very successful
in apprehending and prosecuting the perpetrators of all major crimes
committed in Portsmouth, N. H., and a large percentage of the lesser
crimes.
Inspector Dennis J. Kelley and Patrolman Harold J. Trueman
retired as of July 1, 1950.
Neil C. Bierce was appointed Inspector to fill the vacancy left
by Dennis J. Kelly, on July 1, 1950.
Two Patrolmen, William F. Early and Emerson C. Miles were
added to the force on September 1, 1950.
The first Police Clerk, Salvatore Geraci, was added to the
department on March 7, 1950.
Patrolman Stanton G. Remick was appointed as Sergeant to fill the
vacancy left by Neil C. Bierce, to commence January 1, 1951.
This was the first year that Police Examinations were given for
appointments with the Portsmouth Police Department.
Sergeant Martin O. Betz attended the F. B. I. School for a period
of three months; July 9 to September 31, 1950.
All personel of the department attended the Police Training
School. Subjects in all phases of police training were presented by
instructors of the F. B. I., Judges, Lawyers, Motor Vehicle Inspector, etc.
Other towns and cities who attended this school were New Castle, Rye,
Hampton, Exeter, Dover, Rochester, Stratham, Durham, Seabrook,
Newington, Greenland, Somersworth, N. H., and Kittery, Me. and Navy
Yard Police.
During the latter part of this year, City Marshal, William J.
Linchey recommended the purchase of the County Jail located on
Penhallow Street.
We have purchased two cars which have been equipped with
radio and placed in service for cruiser duty.
A new motor scooter for parking meter use was purchased.
A new camera and photographic equipment were purchased
which will prove to be of much value to the police department.
Two 38 special Colt revolvers, one Winchester rifle, ammunition,
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To the City Council
Portsmouth
New Hampshire
We have examined the balance sheet of the City of Portsmouth
as of December 31, 1950, and the related statements of income and
expenditures for the year then ended. Our examination was made in
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and accordingly
included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing
procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances with the
exceptions as noted below.
GENERAL FUND
We accepted all balances shown by the books at December 31,
1949, without verification. Our examination of the Tax Collector's
Department disclosed the following differences in uncollected taxea
between the records of the Tax Collector and the City Auditor.
These differences, we believe, are a result of posting errors by the Tax
Collector's Department. It was noted that a reserve has been established
for 100% of the uncollected taxes, poll and property, for the levies of
1941 through 1948. We confirmed approximately 66% of the balance of
1950 property taxes outstanding as of April 30, 1951, by corresponding
directly with the delinquent taxpayers.
We reviewed the revenue accounts and the recorded receipts of
several departments were compared with the receipts recorded by the
City Auditor. Approximately 38% of the total recorded receipts (other
than taxes) were verified by direct correspondence with the Treasurer
of the State of New Hampshire and various town treasurers.
A test of the vouchers supporting expenditures of the City
indicated that proper consideration was being given the propriety of
disbursements, and that these disbursements were being properly
recorded.
WATER DEPARTMENT
We obtained lists of unpaid customers' accounts at December
31. 1950, the totals of which were in agreement with the general ledger
control account at that date. We did not confirm these unpaid balances
directly with the customers.
We were not present when the physical inventory of materials
and supplies was taken. However, by testing extensions and additions
of the inventory submitted to us we satisfied ourselves as to its
mathematical accuracy.
INSURANCE COVERAGE




Contents of buildings 173,750.00
Equipment floater 13,800.00
Playground grandstand 1,000.00






Money and securities (broad form) 10,000.00
Boiler explosion 10,000.00
Fidelity bonds:
Tax Collector • Joseph W. Somerby 39,000.00
Treasurer - Joseph Marden 30,000.00
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Deputy Treasurer - Genevieve G. Caldwell 30,000.00
City Manager - Edward C. Peterson 10,000.00
Auditor - Wilfred E. Young 10,000.00
City Clerk - Americo Bellucci 10,000.00
Assistant Tax Collector 10.000.00
Cashier, Water Department - Marvis Pauline Rose 5,000.00
General office clerk - Elizabeth A. Knight 5,000.00
Trustees of Trust Funds (three) Each 5,000.00
Parking meter collectors (two) Each 1,000.00
A statement from Arthur J. Reinhart, City Solicitor, advised that
the following cases against the City were pending as of December 31, 1950:
John J. Shea vs City of Portsmouth
Pittsburgh Consolidated Coal Co. vs City of Portsmouth.





BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1950
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash in depositories $58,414.52
Petty cash 175,00
$58,589.52
Cash with fiscal agent for 5,250.00
payment of bonds and interest
Taxes receivable (Schedule I-l) $127,899.23
Less reserve for uncollected taxes 23,405.59 104,493.64
Prepaid insurance 4.991.62
Total current assets $173,324. T&.
OTHER ASSETS
Due from parking meter fund $4,646.99
Property acquired by tax deed 2,569.52
Unredeemed tax sales 2,103.70




Bonds and coupons payable through fiscal agent 5,250.00
CURRENT LIABILITIES
LIABILITIES AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
Total current liabilities $97,932.47
OTHER LIABILITIES 166.8?
OVERLAY 1950 2,260.8»
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS - December 31, 1950
(Exhibit II) 82,284.84














STATEMENT OF UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1950
UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS - December 31, 1949 $59,274.()0
ADDITIONS
Refunds of prior years' payments $307.72
Additional assessments of taxes 5.232.59
Adjustments of accounts payable 1,907.99
Transfer of balance of 1948 overlay 4,467.95
Excess of actual revenues over
estimated revenues 6,013.90
Excess of appropriations over
appropriation expenditures 33,323.34 51,253.49
DEDUCTIONS
Payments of prior years' expenses
Adjustment of taxes receivable
Lights for playground
Increase in reserve for uncollected taxes
Tax sale purchases, 1937-1947 charged off
Excess of abatements over overlay




STATEMENT OF OTHER REVENUE — ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1950
CITY OF
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF







DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS




Salary of office clerk
Extra clerical
Tax books
John W. Green (Registrar of Deeds)

















Salary of city clerk
Salaries of office clerical
Telephone expense
Office supplies and expense
























DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS






DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED
FIRE:
Salaries - board of engineers
Salaries - call men
Supplies


















Repairs and construction materials
Electric power
Time signals
3 new boxes to replace obsolete boxes
Totals
HEALTH:




Members - Board of Health
Office supplies







DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS












Salary of office clerks














Snow removal and sanding
Insurance




Bridges - upkeep and repairs
Parks and playgrounds - payroll
and upkeep










DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS






DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS








































DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS

































Other expenses of instruction












DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS




















, Electrician (labor and materials)
Snow removal
Grass cutting















DETAILED STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS








Retirement — City contribution





Payment on bonded indebtedness
Interest on bonded indebtedness
Discount on revenue notes








BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1950
ASSETS
Cash in bank $18,046.47
Loans receivable — Water Department 5,000.00
Total assets $23,046.47
LIABILITIES AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
Accounts payable $7,959.99
Unappropriated surplus 15,086.48




STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1950




BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1950
ASSETS
Cash in banks:
Permanent improvement — 1941 $1,689.65
Permanent improvement — 1946 57,862.22
Improvements and equipment — 1947 18,520.81
Permanent improvement and equipment — 1950 34,138.35
Water bond issue — 1940 36.88
Water bond issue — 1942 376.35




Reserves for authorized expenditures:
Development and extension of municipal
airport $1,689.65
Bridge - North Mill Pond $48,670.83
Street construction - Maplewood
Avenue 1,787.40
Engineering and survey - sidew^alks —
Maplewood & Woodbury Avenues 3,000.00
Sidewalks - Atlantic Heights 1,500.00
Improvements to Pleasant Street 1,151.54
Oil burner - City Hall 1,000.00
Miscellaneous 752.45
57,862.22
Improvements and equipment —
School Department 18,520.81
Permanent improvements and equipment - 1950 34,138.35
Water bond issue of 1940 36.88
Water bond issue of 1942 376.35







STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS








Federal Works Agency -
planning
Permanent improve-
ment and equip. - 1950
Water bonds - 1940
Water bonds - 1942
Federal Works Agency —
improvements to





General Bonds Rate Issue
Junior High School 414,% 10-1-30
Public improvements and equipment ^V2% 4-1-34
Sewer, highway and equipment 2^/^% 8-l-3b
Sewer, street and equipment 2^/^% 3-1-36
Permanent improvements and equipment 2 % 5-1-40
Permanent improvements 1%% 8-1-41
Permanent improvements lVi% 3-1-42
Atlantic Heights Bridge lVi% 11-1-42
Permanent improvements 1^/4% 8-1-46
Improvements and equipment 1^/4% 10-1-47


















BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1950
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash in bank and on hand
Accounts receivable








Total current assets $37,433.2';
CASH IN SPECIAL FUNDS
1940 bond issue proceeds $36.88
1942 bond issue proceeds 376.35
Federal contribution for plant expansion 62.73
Total cash in special funds 475.!/'6
FIXED ASSETS
Land $21,720.00
Structures (less reserve for depreciation
—
Schedule IX-1) 105,946.56
Distribution system (less reserve for
depreciation — Schedule IX-1) 740,887.72
Equipment (less reserve for depreciation
Schedule IX-1) 111,653.81

















































STATEMENT OF SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 1950
Balance — December 31, 1949 $41,202.50
Add:
Increase in materials and supplies $3,656.44
Transfer of remaining bond premium 225.00 3,881.44
$45,083.94
Deduct:
Net loss for the year (Exhibit XI) $13,780.23
Adjustment of prior year's sales 1,862.43
Other adjustments 226.46
15,869.12
Balance — December 31, 1950 (Exhibit IX) $29,214.82
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